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Tie In: One of the constitutional duties of the President of the United States is Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.  This article relates to President Obama’s role as commander-in-chief as well as his role in formulating foreign policy.

Summary: President Obama yesterday (August 2, 2010) indicated that this month American combat troops would be withdrawn from Iraq “as promised and on schedule,” in a speech to the Disabled American Veterans.  Obama went on to note that “our commitment in Iraq is changing—from a military effort led by our troops to a civilian effort led by our diplomats.”  The article indicated that a transitional force of about 50,000 troops will remain, “down from the peak of 170,000 in 2007.  Their mission will be to train and advise Iraqi security forces, protect U. S. civilians, manage the chain of supplies and equipment out of Iraq and conduct counterterrorism operations.”  

According to the article, all U. S. troops are to leave Iraq by the end of 2011.  The president was quick to note that in taking the aforementioned action he was fulfilling a campaign promise he made in 2008.  Obama’s speech also outlined the various successes the U.S. has achieved in Iraq since he became president.  The article went on to say, however: “At the same time Obama has drawn down forces in Iraq, he has increased the U. S. commitment in Afghanistan, ordering a surge of 30,000 additional troops for the 9-year mission there.”

Comment: United States armed forces are stretched very thinly.  It appears now that a modicum of peace has been achieved in Iraq, whereas Taliban activity has increased in Afghanistan.  Indeed, the original focus of the post-911 military operations was in Afghanistan, not Iraq.  The greatest threat to our nation certainly is centered more in Afghanistan than Iraq.  Consequently, it appears that the president has taken appropriate and timely action.
