
Welcome to the Oakdale High School Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics class for the 2011-2012 School Year.  A. P. Government and Politics is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a lower division college course and can earn students college credit.  It is a three-quarter survey of American government and politics, which complements a one-quarter survey of economics (in accordance with California academic standards for the 12th grade.)  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and current events.  
Objectives: The primary objective of this class is to prepare students to be creative, responsible and conscientious citizens.  An important secondary objective is to provide students with a comprehensive, college-level course on the government and political system of the United States, providing them with information on a variety of embedded topics, in accordance with established California state social studies standards for the 12th grade.  Additionally, a third goal is to best prepare all students to pass the national A. P. Government and Politics test in early May 2012.  Within those broad parameters, students will:
· Master a broad body of knowledge about U. S. government and politics
· Describe the historical and cultural background of the United States Constitution
· Use data from research to support an argument or position

· Differentiate between schools of thought along the political spectrum
· Interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc.

· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, comparison and contrast

Course Texts and Readings: 
Burns, James MacGregor, et al. Government by the People. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2002.
Primary source materials as provided in Agel, Jerome B. We, The People: Great Documents of the American Nation, New York, Barnes & Noble Books, 1997 and from various Internet sites
General Information You have chosen to take a demanding, COLLEGE LEVEL survey course in U. S. government and politics.  As such, I shall expect much more from you than I would of students in standard government and economics classes.  I expect you to read the entire textbook as well as several additional materials.  I also expect you to do more than memorize names, dates and facts: I expect you to analyze, form conclusions, and fully and firmly support those conclusions both orally and in writing.  If we are successful in this academic endeavor, you will also synthesize material and challenge, then enhance or change, your previous thinking about politics and the government of our nation.

Course Organization

Workload: 
a. Readings and Class Participation. During the school year, the teacher will provide students with reading guides: groups of questions about each chapter that will serve as bases for class discussions.  Classes will generally involve going over those questions and discussing additional topics that will call upon students’ higher level critical thinking skills.  Additionally, the teacher will augment discussions with PowerPoint presentations that require students to analyze and interpret statistical tables, political cartoons, pictorial and graphic materials and other sources.  Periodically, we shall also engage in short in-class group projects to enhance learning.  Most of those projects will require students to compare and contrast primary source documents about a particular political or governmental topic.  Moreover, every Friday we shall engage in a discussion of political or governmental current events. The study of political science, American constitutional government, and American politics naturally implies a current events component: how does what we are currently studying apply to what is presently happening in United States domestic or foreign affairs? Students are responsible for submitting a written article report on and being prepared to debate and discuss at least one current event (know the issue in depth) each week.  
b. Chapter Tests and Augmentation Essay Tests: Students will be tested weekly, primarily with tests over the chapter just studied.  Those tests will include both objective and essay questions.  On weeks when chapter tests are not given, students will take an essay test on a topic being studied at that time.  
c. Semester Projects: During the first semester students will augment their normal study a term paper.  The first paper during election years will be a retrospective analysis of the results of the November general election.  During non-election years students will submit reports in which they must do a retrospective analysis of a current political or governmental issue (domestic or foreign affairs.)  These will be research papers that must include proper source citations, a “references” or “works cited” page, and in-depth topic analysis.  

d. In-Class Augmentation Activities: Students will also periodically engage in in-class activities to enhance student understanding that augment the assigned readings and PowerPoint presentations.  In-class assignments will include, but not be limited to, supplementary readings with discussion, role-playing exercises, oral presentations, or group discussions on relevant topics.

e. Final Examinations: At the end of the first semester, all students will take a semester final exam.  At the end of the second semester, all students will be required to take a comprehensive exam covering the entire year’s course.  Semester finals will cover material in consonance with the national Advanced Placement test in United States Government and Politics and the California state standards for the 12th grade.  
f. The AP Exam in U. S. Government and Politics One of the goals stated on page 1 of this syllabus is to prepare students to take, and pass, the national Advanced Placement Examination in U. S. Government and Politics, scheduled for the second week of May, 2012.  Taking the AP exam is an option, not a requirement for this course.  Whether or not students take the national exam will have no affect on their grade in this class.  It is strongly recommended, however, that students do take the test, because colleges and universities are now more interested in seeing that prospective students have completed the whole AP course by taking the exam.  Students who successfully complete this exam may receive advanced placement and/or course credit at many colleges/ universities; however the individual colleges and universities, and often departments within those institutions, not the College Board, determine what constitutes a “passing” score and whether or not to assign academic credit.

Course Content: The AP Government and Politics course explores the political theory and everyday practice that direct the daily operation of our government and shape our public policies.  The express purpose of this course is to prepare students to take the AP Exam for United States Government and Politics.  The course is taught on a college level and requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for every class.  The objectives of this course go beyond a basic analysis of how our government operates.  Students will develop a critical understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the American political system, as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 
This is a survey course that introduces the student to the organization and function of the United States national government, the principles of the United States Constitution, the operation of the federal system and the institutions of government (legislative, executive and judicial), the nature of political beliefs and political participation (political parties, interest groups, elections and voting), and contemporary public policy issues.  The interests and rights of all historically underrepresented groups will be included in the analysis of the power structure.  
An important part of the course will include development of key skills.  Consequently we shall work to improve your skills in how to successfully address multiple-choice questions of the type found on the AP exam.  As such, we shall work to help you understand the breadth of material, often from several different sources, not simply recall facts.  We shall also work extensively to improve your skills as a technical writer, focusing on writing within the realm of United States government and politics.  We shall therefore schedule regular essay examinations, which I shall thoroughly and critically grade.  I encourage students to review, consider, and apply any corrections or suggestions I include in my evaluation of your essays.  I also strongly encourage students to develop as strong a vocabulary as they can during the course of this school year.  

Class Notebooks I encourage each student to maintain a yearlong notebook.  I shall issue you guidelines about how that notebook should be set-up.  Because your notes and materials will be extensive, I encourage you to devote one 3-ring binder to this class and to purchase a 3-inch, and perhaps a 5-inch, binder.  Additionally, I recommend that you purchase and devote 2-3 packages of loose-leaf binder paper to this class.

Grading Criteria

	Evaluation Item
	Normal Frequency
	Possible Points

	Chapter tests*
	About every 1-2 weeks
	                   100

	Essays
	Weeks without chapter tests
	                     50

	Final Exam**
	End each semester
	                   200

	Weekly Current Events Reports
	 Weekly during the 2nd through 4th quarters
	                     20

	Summer Work
	Prior summer
	                   150

	Fall Government Report
	First Week of December
	                   100

	Class Participation
	Quarterly
	                   100

	Post-National Test Project
	Mid-May
	                   100


* Chapter tests will consist of objective (multiple choice) questions and an essay.

** Students who take the national AP Government and Politics test will not be required to take the spring semester class final.

Make-up work Students who have an excused absence will be allowed to submit make-up work for full credit.  Those who miss work due to unexcused absences must make-up work, but will be awarded fewer points, generally amounting to 60% of full credit.  The teacher will post all homework assignments on an in-class calendar and on the classroom white board, and will put them on the class website.  Students are responsible for knowing what the homework assignments are.

Make-up tests Students who miss tests due to legitimate school activities or excused absences will be able to make them up at a time mutually agreed upon by the student and teacher.  They can earn full credit for the test.  Students who have an unexcused absence during a test day will be permitted to take a make-up test for reduced points (generally no more than 75%).

Extra credit Students may earn up to 30-points of extra credit each quarter by performing additional research and presenting it in a short paper (10-points per submission.)  Additionally, students can earn extra credit points based on the performances of their teams during periodic Jeopardy or other review periods (5 for first place; 3 for second place or serving as an assistant.)

Renaissance Incentives Renaissance incentives will be posted in the classroom.  

Course Outline

I. Foundations of American Government
a. Purpose of government

b. Founders’ views of the purpose of government and the role of citizens and relevance of those views today

c. Constitutional underpinnings of the U.S. government

d. The concept of checks and balances

II. Federalism

a. Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

b. Federalism’s relationship to the separation of powers
c. Powers of state and local governments in an era of new federalism and devolution
d. The federal government and traditionally state and local issues (education, affirmative action, abortion, the environment)
III. Political Socialization and Identity
a. How we come by our political beliefs
b. Sources of public opinion
c. What is political culture and is there a unique American political culture
d. The political spectrum
e. What it means to be a citizen and the role of the citizen in civil society
f. Voting behavior
g. Is democracy in America healthy and viable today?

IV. Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Movement Politics
a. Federalist 10

b. American political parties and key differences between Democrats and Republicans
c. Roles of interest groups in American government and politics
d. How do interest groups influence government decisions and policy making
V. Campaigns and Elections
a. Candidate selection
b. Party organizations, PACS and spending in campaigns

c. Campaign reform

d. The media in the American political process and the shaping of public opinion and public policy

e. Is the American news media truly impartial?

VI. Congress
a. Congressional institutions
b. Members of Congress—Is the congressional make-up representative of the nation as a whole?
c. Differences between the Senate and the House of Representatives
d. How laws are made
e. Changes in the role of Congress in policy formulation over time
VII. The Presidency
a. The roles of the president as head of government and head of state—formal and informal
b. The executive branch of government and its role in the formulation of public policy
c. Changes in presidential power throughout American history
VIII. The Judiciary
a. What role the courts play in interpreting the Constitution and implementing public policy

b. Do the federal courts make law? 

IX. The Federal Bureaucracy
a. How does the federal bureaucracy make and enforce law?
b. Iron triangles
X. Case Studies in Public Policy
a. U. S. economic policy
b. U. S. social policy
c. U. S. foreign policy
XI. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
a. Free speech
b. How does the Bill of Rights apply to the states?

c. The First Amendment to the Constitution and how the federal courts have interpreted it over time (case studies)

d. Procedural due process

e. Rights to privacy and property rights

f. Search and seizure and the Fourth Amendment

g. Equal protection and the Fourteenth Amendment (case studies: Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965 and affirmative action)
Contacting Me I am available to assist students almost every day before school, during brunch or lunch, and after school, usually until 3:30 p.m.  Parents can call me at 847-3007, Ext 221, come by the classroom after school, or send me an e-mail at psimoncini@oakdale.k12.ca.us.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are experiencing any difficulty with this course.


To meet the objectives stated on page 1 of this document, Mr. Simoncini offers this contract between himself and the students plus their parents or guardians.  

1. For his part, Mr. Simoncini agrees to:

a. Be in class on time, prepared to deliver instruction and assist students.

b. Be professional and competent in performing his duty as a teacher.

c. Be respectful and appreciative of the cultural differences, differences in learning style, unique talents and special qualities of his students.

d. Grade work fairly and honestly and provide students with timely feedback on their progress and performance.

e. Maintain open lines of communication with students plus parents or guardians.

f. Provide appropriate learning resources to students.

g. Work with students and parents/guardians of students who are experiencing challenges in meeting class standards, to correct problem areas, and get those students back on the right track toward achieving success.

2. For their part, students, supported by parents/guardians, agree to:

a. Abide by all Oakdale High School rules.

b. Abide by all classroom rules, including, but not limited to, the following.

i. Be in class, seated, and prepared for work (to include having all necessary materials ready) on time.

ii. Remove or place in the classroom wastebasket any trash that they may accumulate during a class period.

iii. Maintain high levels of mutual respect for the rights, ideas, creative expressions, and individual differences of all other members of their class, including using appropriate language at all times.

iv. Properly care for all textbooks and classroom furniture and equipment including not writing on any piece of furniture.

v. Actively participate in all class activities scheduled by the teacher.

vi. Not wear headgear of any sort (unless specifically permitted by the teacher), or display or use any electronic devices (CD players, radios, cell phones, pagers, games, etc.) inside the classroom.

vii. Remain seated, be attentive, and not talk to their neighbors unless otherwise told to do so by the teacher.

3. Consequences for violations of the above rules will generally adhere to the following guidelines:

a. First offense: verbal warning.

b. Second offense: one-on-one discussion with the teacher, and possible communication with parent/guardian.

c. Third offense: an additional homework assignment that provides the student with additional training in the rule that has been violated, communication with parent/guardian, possible lowering of the student’s citizenship mark and grade under the heading of “subjective evaluation.”

d. Subsequent offenses: communication with parent/guardian, lowering of student’s citizenship mark, lowering of the student’s grade under the heading of “subjective evaluation,” and probable detention or referral.

4.  After reading the information provided in this document, a parent or guardian should sign, along with the student, in the spaces indicated at the bottom of each page.  Students should bring the signed documents to class and submit them as homework assignments not later than Friday, August 12, 2011.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read and understand the information in this document, have no immediate concerns, and agree to abide by all of the rules indicated.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read the information on this sheet and have the concerns listed below or on the back of this page.

Student’s name________________________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________

Student’s signature



Parent/Guardian’s signature

_____________________________

_________________________________

Date signed





Date signed

