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Welcome to the Oakdale High School Advanced Placement Psychology for the 2011-2012 School Year.  The purpose of this syllabus is to provide students and parents/guardians with a general outline of the objectives, planned activities and grading criteria, for our class.  

Objectives: The primary objective of this class is to prepare students to be creative, knowledgeable, responsible and conscientious citizens.  
An important secondary objective is to provide students with a comprehensive, college-level course through which they will develop an understanding of psychology—the scientific study of human behavior and the mental processes—at a level normally acquired through a lower division college course.   The following goals support this objective:

· Students will learn about some of the explorations and discoveries made by psychologists over the past century

· Students will assess some of the differing approaches adopted by psychologists, including the biological, behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, psychodynamic and sociocultural perspectives

· Students will come to an appreciation of how psychologists think (or at least an appreciation of the kind of critical analysis that psychologists espouse and hope to model in their words and actions)
· Students will demonstrate working knowledge of ethics and research methods used in the study of psychology.  The teacher will integrate material regarding these issues into the study of each topic.

A third goal is to best prepare all students to pass the national A. P. Psychology test on April 30, 2012.
To meet the primary objectives of this course, I have established the following supporting objectives.

1. Through their words and actions, students will display the attributes of good citizens.

2. In fostering a climate of total inclusion, students will show respect for all people regardless of culture, economic status, occupation, primary language, religion, orientation, or physical/mental abilities.

3. Students will improve their oral and written communication skills.

4. Students will display an appreciation of the subject being taught, and will achieve in accordance with standards established by the College Board and personal abilities.

5. Students will regularly display self-discipline, responsibility, unselfishness, respect for public institutions and the laws and rules of their school, city, state and nation.

6. Students will display a commitment to bettering themselves, their school and their community

Resources for Teaching A. P. Psychology
· Textbook: Zimbardo, Philip G. et al, Psychology (AP Edition), Boston, MA, Pearson/Allyn and Bacon, 2007.
· The 1999 A. P. Released Exam in Psychology and other support materials provided by the College Board
· McEntarffer, Robert and Weseley, Allyson J. Barron’s How To Prepare for the AP Exam in Psychology; Hauppauge, NY, Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 2004

· Class website: http://psimonciniohs.net
General Information You have chosen to take a demanding, COLLEGE LEVEL survey course in psychology.  As such, I shall expect much more from you than I do of students in standard psychology classes.  I expect you to read the entire textbook as well as several additional materials.  I also expect you to analyze, form conclusions, and fully and firmly support those conclusions both orally and in writing.  If we are successful in this academic endeavor, you will also synthesize material and challenge, then enhance or change, your previous thinking about human and animal behavior and mental processes.

Advanced placement courses are much more challenging than mainstream courses.  Consequently, it is important that students and their parents/guardians be aware of the significant commitment required to achieve success in this course.  Below, I have listed some expectations and student responsibilities for this course.  
Course Organization

This is a class for which YOU, the student, must take primary responsibility for your success.  One of the more important tasks for you is to READ YOUR TEXTBOOK AND ANY OTHER ASSIGNED MATERIAL.  Between early-August 2011 and the first week in May 2012, you must master material from 14 chapters in the textbook, in addition to other supporting materials.  Additionally, you will write about one essay a week and take tests that include multiple choice and essay questions.  

Work Load and Assessments: Prior to summer vacation, students will receive a general class on how to perform psychological research and general research paper/experiment writing.


a. Summer work: During the summer, students will be required to research and respond to one essay question taken from a prior year’s national Advanced Placement Psychology test.  Those essays must be complete and include a Works Cited Page indicating the resources from which the student obtained her or his term definitions.   Students will also be required to design, plan, execute and critically analyze the results of an experiment, naturalistic observation or survey regarding human or animal behavior.  The results of that study will be submitted in  a paper at the same time as the aforementioned essay question project.

b. Readings and Class Participation: During the school year, the teacher will provide students with reading guides: groups of questions about each assigned reading (segments of chapters) that will serve as bases for class discussions.  Classes will generally involve going over those questions (a quasi-Socratic process) and discussing additional topics that will call upon students’ critical thinking skills.  Students will receive participation points based on the quality as well as quantity of their participation during those sessions.  Additionally, the teacher will augment discussions with PowerPoint presentations that reinforce and highlight empirically supported psychological facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures in psychology, perspectives, and psychological experiments.  


c. Chapter Tests and Augmentation Essay Tests: Students will be tested weekly.  About every third week, students will take chapter tests that cover one chapter from the textbook plus any augmentation materials presented.  Those tests will include both objective and essay questions.  On weeks when chapter tests are not given, students will take an essay test on a topic being studied at that time.  


d. Chapter Projects: For several chapters, students will be required to submit chapter projects that either present research about a topic germane to the chapter being studied or the process, results and analysis of an experiment assigned by the teacher that is germane to the chapter being studied.  


e. In-Class Augmentation Activities: Students will also periodically engage in in-class activities to enhance student understanding that augment the assigned readings and PowerPoint presentations.  In-class assignments will include, but not be limited to, supplementary readings with discussion, psychology experiments, oral presentations, or group discussions on relevant topics.


f. Final Examinations: At the end of the first semester, all students will take a semester final exam.  At the end of the second semester, all students will be required to take a comprehensive exam covering the entire year’s course.  
g. The AP Exam in Psychology One of the goals stated on page 1 of this syllabus is to prepare students to take, and pass, the national Advanced Placement Examination in Psychology, scheduled for the morning of Monday, April 30, 2012.  Taking the AP exam is an option, not a requirement for this course.  Whether or not students take the national exam will have no affect on their grade in this class.  It is strongly recommended, however, that students do take the test, because colleges and universities are now more interested in seeing that prospective students have completed the whole AP course by taking the exam.  Students who successfully complete this exam may receive advanced placement and/or course credit at many colleges/universities; however the individual colleges and universities, and often departments within those institutions, not the College Board, determine what constitutes a “passing” score and whether or not to assign academic credit.

Course Content The AP psychology course gives students the opportunity to understand: the history of psychology and the various approaches to the profession of psychology; psycho-logical research methods; the biological bases of behavior; sensation and perception; states of consciousness (sleep, dreams, hypnosis, etc.); learning theories; theories of cognition; theories of motivation and emotion; the psychological development of humans from birth to old age and natural death; theories of testing and individual differences; psychological disorders; treatment of psychological disorders; and social psychology.
An important part of the course will include development of key skills.  Consequently we shall work to improve your skills in how to successfully address multiple-choice questions of the type found on the AP exam.  As such, we shall work to help you understand the breadth of material, often from several different sources, not simply recall facts.  We shall also work extensively to improve your skills as a technical writer, focusing on psychology writing.  We shall therefore schedule regular essay examinations, which I shall thoroughly and critically grade.  I encourage students to review, consider, and apply any corrections or suggestions I include in my evaluation of your essays.  I also strongly encourage students to develop as strong a vocabulary as they can during the course of this school year.  Additionally, in just about every chapter we shall integrate instruction regarding the ethics involved in the study of psychology and psychological research methods.
Class Notebooks I encourage each student to maintain a yearlong notebook.  I shall issue you guidelines about how that notebook should be set-up.  Because your notes and materials will be extensive, I encourage you to devote one 3-ring binder to this class and to purchase a 3-inch, and perhaps a 5-inch, binder.  Additionally, I recommend that you purchase and devote 2-3 packages of loose-leaf binder paper to this class.

Weekly Vocabulary Reports For every chapter, each member of the class will bring to class 1-2 pages or a pack of 3x5 flashcards indicating all key psychological terms, and their definitions, covered in that chapter.  I have based this requirement on input from former A. P. psychology students provided after they took the national A. P. Psychology Test. 

Grading Criteria

	Evaluation Item
	Normal Frequency
	Possible Points

	Chapter tests*
	About every 3 weeks
	                   100

	Essays
	Weeks without chapter tests
	                     50

	Final Exam**
	End each semester
	                   200

	Summer Work***
	Preceding summer
	                   150

	Chapter Vocabulary Submissions
	 Each chapter
	                     20

	Reading Quizzes
	As needed
	                     20

	Class Participation
	Quarterly
	                   100

	Chapter Projects
	Each chapter
	                 50-100

	In-Class Experiments
	Periodically
	                  10-20

	Homework Experiments
	Periodically
	                     20


* Chapter tests will consist of objective (multiple choice) questions and an essay.
** Students who take the national AP Psychology test will not be required to take the spring semester class final.

***Fall semester only

Make-up work Students who have an excused absence will be allowed to submit make-up work for full credit.  Those who miss work due to unexcused absences must make-up work, but will be awarded fewer points, generally amounting to 60% of full credit.  The teacher will post all homework assignments on an in-class calendar and on the classroom white board, and will put them on the class website.  Students are responsible for knowing what the homework assignments are.

Make-up tests Students who miss tests due to legitimate school activities or excused absences will be able to make them up at a time mutually agreed upon by the student and teacher.  They can earn full credit for the test.  Students who have an unexcused absence during a test day will be permitted to take a make-up test for reduced points (generally no more than 75%).

Extra credit Students may earn up to 30-points of extra credit each quarter by performing additional research and presenting it in a short paper (10-points per submission.)  Additionally, students can earn extra credit points based on the performances of their teams during periodic Jeopardy or other review periods (5 for first place; 3 for second place or serving as an assistant.)

Renaissance Incentives Renaissance incentives will be posted in the classroom.  

Course Outline

I. Psychology as a Profession, History, Background
a. What is psychology?

b. Types of psychologists
c. Historical Schools: Functionalism v. Structuralism

d. Modern Approaches: Psychodynamic, Behaviorist, Cognitive, Humanistic, Evolutionary, Neuroscience

II. Psychological Research Methods and Statistics

a. The nature of scientific inquiry: sources of bias and error

b. Research methods: introspection, observation, survey, psychological testing, controlled experiments
c. Statistics: central tendency, variance, significance, correlation
d. Ethics in research: human participants, animal subjects
III. Neuroscience
a. Genetics and Heritability 
b. The Neuron: neuronal and synaptic transmission
c. The Nervous Systems: structural and functional organization

d. The Endocrine System: anatomy, HPA-axis, and the immune system

e. The Brain: research methodology, neuroanatomy, brain development and aging, hemispheric socialization

f. Key research: Sperry: Split Brain Experiments; and Sacks: Awakenings Experiment
IV. Sensation and Perception

a. Psychophysics: Thresholds (absolute, difference, Weber’s constants), signal detection theory

b. Subliminal messages (Vicary Experiment)

c. Sensory Organs and Transduction: Visual (including color vision and feature detection), auditory, olfactory, gustatory, proprioceptive (including kinesthetic and vestibular)

d. Perception: types, Gestalt, illusions

V. States of Consciousness
a. Review brain functions and brain measuring devices (Shepard-Metzler Experiment); sleep disorders

b. Sleep and sleep stages

c. Dreams and Freudian theory regarding dreams
d. Hypnosis, hallucinations, biofeedback, sensory deprivation

e. Drugs and altered states of consciousness

VI. Principles of Learning

a. Classical Conditioning: Pavlov, Watson (and Rayner), Cover Jones, Mower and Mower
b. Operant Conditioning: Thorndike, Skinner, Premack Principle, Bandura, behavior modification, biological critique, cognitivist challenge
VII. Cognition and Language

a. Memory: Information processing (Treisman’s attenuation theory), storage (Sperling experiment), retrieval (Atkinson and Shiffrin Model with Baddeley’s update)
b. The Tulving Model of Memory
c. Accuracy of Memory: Loftus and Schacter
d. Cognition: problem solving and heuristics
e. Language: Chomsky
VIII. Motivation and Emotions
a. Physiology of emotion: Fear, anger, happiness
b. Expression of Emotion: Ekman, Plutchik, 
c. Theories of emotion: biological bases, James-Lange, Cannon-Bard, Schacter-Singer, Dutton-Aron, others
d. Motivational Concepts: Instincts, drives (Hull, Harlow, Olds), optimal arousal, Festinger, Maslow’s hierarchy, 

e. Achievement Motivation: McClelland and Murray (TAT), Horner, intrinsic vs. extrinsic motivators

f. Hunger and Eating Disorders

g. Sexuality and Sexual Orientation

h. Stress: conflict situations

i. Stress as a Concept: Selye

j. Stress and Health

k. Adjustment 

IX. Developmental Psychology
a. Methodology: Longitudinal and cross-sectional studies
b. Nature vs. Nurture (maturation vs. learning)
c. Infancy, Childhood, Adolescence, and Adulthood
d. Influential Theories: Lorenz, Ainsworth and Harlow and emotional development; Piaget and cognitive development; Freud, Erikson and Elkind and psychosocial development; Kohlberg and moral development; Kubler-Ross and thanatology
X. Personality

a. Psychodynamic Perspective: Freud, Jung, Horney, Adler
b. Trait Perspective: Allport, factor analysis and the five-factor model, assessment (Myers-Briggs, MMPI)
c. Humanistic Perspective: Maslow and Rogers
d. Social-Cognitive Perspective: Bandura and Seligman
XI. Intelligence and Psychological Testing
a. Intelligence: Defining intelligence, the history of intelligence and aptitude testing, nature-nurture issues (Flynn)
b. Theories of intelligence: Spearman, Thurstone, Guilford, Cattell, Sternberg, Gardner

c. Psychological Testing: Methodology, norms, reliability, validity

d. Fairness in testing (Jensen, Scarr and Weinberg

e. Self-fulfilling prophecies: Rosenthal and Jacobson

XII. Psychological Disorders

a. Approaches to abnormality: The Rosenhan study, historical approaches, the medical model, social-cognitive-behavioral approach, behaviorist approach, reciprocal determinism
b. Classifying Disorders: the DSM-IV-TR
c. Major Categories of Disorders: Mood disorders, anxiety-based disorders, somatoform disorders, dissociative disorders, schizophrenia, personality disorders
XIII. Psychological Therapy
a. Major Approaches to Psychotherapy: Psychoanalysis, humanistic, behavioristic, cognitive, group, pharmacological, electroconvulsive
b. Does Therapy Work? Eysenck, outcome studies, and the Consumer Reports study
XIV. Social Psychology 
a. Group Influence: Newcomb and norms and  influences, Asch and conformity, Janis and groupthink, Milgram and obedience, facilitation and loafing
b. Altruism: Darley and Latane’

c. Attitudes and Behavior: Aronson and reward theory of attraction, expectancy-value theory, attribution theory and fundamental attribution error
d. Prejudice and Scapegoating

e. Love Relationships: Sternberg and the triangular theory of love

f. Competition and Conflict: Sharif and the Robber’s Cave experiment
Contacting Me I am available to assist students almost every day before school, during brunch or lunch, and after school, usually until 3:30 p.m.  Parents can call me at 847-3007, Ext 221, come by the classroom after school, or send me an e-mail at psimoncini@oakdale.k12.ca.us.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are experiencing any difficulty with this course.

Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement Psychology

2011 Summer Work Requirements

All students enrolled in Advanced Placement (AP) psychology for the 2011-2012 school year will be required to complete two specific assignments during the summer. Both assignments are due on Friday, July 22, 2011.  The purpose of this information sheet is to enumerate the requirements for those assignments.  The teacher expects students to complete each of the following assignments demonstrating a very high level of quality in their work.  Submission of work that the teacher considers to be of a sub-par quality for an AP level course will result in the student being involuntarily removed from the course prior to the start of the school year.

Project 1: At the Summer Work Meeting in May, I shall assign each student an essay question from a released National A. P. Psychology test (2002-2010) (pp. 3-7 below).  At that meeting I shall record the number of each student’s assignment.  The student is responsible for researching each part of the question and, in as efficient a manner as possible, answering it as completely as he or she can.  I shall not grant permission for alternate topics. I shall, however, be available most of the summer to provide assistance with research as needed.  Papers are due on Friday, July 22, 2011.  I may extend that due date to a later time if unforeseen circumstances pertaining to MY situation warrant a change.  On the due date, students may bring their papers to Oakdale High School classroom F-11 between 9:00 a.m. and noon or to our home between 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. (I will notify students of our home address during the aforementioned summer work class meeting) or they may email their papers to me at psimoncini@oakdale.k12.ca.us.  Students desiring to submit their papers before the due date (something that I would welcome) may do so, so long as they call me or send me an e-mail ahead of time to coordinate their early submission.  Unless a student’s scheduling problems have been previously coordinated with me, students who fail to turn-in their research papers on July 22nd will be involuntarily dropped from the course.  

Project 2: Students also must plan and conduct an experiment that focuses on human behavior and then write-up that experiment in a 3-5 page paper.  You may do this project with ONE other student who is taking A. P. psychology for the 2011-2012 school year.  Students doing a joint project will submit ONE paper with both names on it.  The write-up must include the following information: the question around which the student designed the experiment (e. g. Are males more likely than females to help a stranded motorist?); your hypothesis; a description of the experiment as you designed it; a chart that graphs out the results of the experiment (if applicable); a detailed analysis of the results of the experiment; and your conclusions including whether or not the experiment proved the hypothesis.  I shall attach, as Microsoft Word documents, two experiment write-ups to my website (http://psimonciniohs.net) during the summer to assist you in conducting and/or writing-up your experiment.  You should use your imagination in creating an experiment; but remember, as this is an advanced placement psychology course, the experiment must be about some aspect of human or animal behavior and should demonstrate college-level rigor and sophistication.

The first essay is worth 50 points and the experiment is worth 100 points.  I shall include each student’s scores, out of the 150 total possible points for summer work, in the First Quarter grade, which will also become part of that student’s First Semester grade.  Please feel free to call me or contact me by e-mail should you have any questions about these projects or any other issues pertaining to this course.  My e-mail addresses are: psimoncini@oakdale.k12.ca.us and becpete@msn.com and our family telephone number is in the telephone book.  Additionally, as the summer progresses, students should periodically check the class website (see above) for announcements and possible changes to due dates.

Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement Psychology

Mr. Simoncini

Project 1 Topics

1. For each of the pairs below, use an example to show how the first term in each pair affects or is related to the second. 

• Serial-position effect . . recall 

• Functional fixedness . . problem solving
• Operational definition . . replication
• Double-blind research . . bias
• Operant conditioning . . superstition
• Reinforcement . . overjustification effect
• Myelin sheath . . neural impulse

2. At a schoolwide pep rally preceding a big game at William James High School, each grade has a designated t-shirt color and seating area in the bleachers. Student leaders organize classes so that their colored shirts combine to form the school flag. The coach gives an exciting speech, the cheerleaders perform a routine, and the band plays the school song while the students sing in unison. Explain the behavior and perceptions of the participants in the pep rally using the concepts below. Be sure to apply the concepts to the scenario in your explanation.
• Cocktail party effect

• Conformity

• Deindividuation

• Figure ground

• Occipital lobe

• Procedural memory

• Sympathetic nervous system
3. Dimitri and Linda are trying to learn a new routine to compete successfully in a dance competition. Give an example of how each of the following could affect their performance. 
• Extrinsic motivation

• Punishment

• Proactive interference

• Endorphins

• Vestibular system

• Divergent thinking

• Introversion
4. James is in a driver’s education course preparing to take his driving test. The course includes both book work and driving on the road to prepare students for a written test and a road test.
(a) Describe how each of the following might influence his ability to drive a car during the road test. 

• Cognitive map

• Cerebellum

• Observational learning

• Human factors
(b) Describe how each of the following are related to the results of the written test. Definitions without application do not score.

• Reticular formation

• Predictive validity

• Semantic memory
5. The Smith-Garcias are planning for their first baby. Both parents-to-be have had a psychology course and are looking forward to applying the principles they learned from theories and research that address child development.
A) Summarize one main idea or finding of each of the following four researchers.
• Skinner’s operant conditioning

• Bandura’s social learning theory

• Ainsworth’s attachment research

• Baumrind’s research on parenting styles
B) Provide a specific example of actions the Smith-Garcias might take to raise their child to produce positive outcomes using each of the theories below to address the corresponding psychological concept.
• Skinner’s operant conditioning: tantrum management

• Bandura’s social learning theory: sharing behavior

• Ainsworth’s attachment research: self-reliance

• Baumrind’s research on parenting styles: self-esteem
6. Five-year-old Jessie went to a fire station with her kindergarten class.  When she got home, Jessie, who is in the preoperational stage of cognitive development, eagerly told the story of her adventure to her older brother.  Describe how the following factors might have influenced the story she told. Be sure to define and provide an appropriate example of EACH factor.  

· Egocentrism

· Observational learning

· Overregularization or overgeneralization in language

· Reconstructive memory

· Schema
7. We conducted a variation of Asch’s (1951) conformity study in which participants made judgments about the length of lines. We randomly assigned participants to one of two conditions and told them that the study involved perceptual abilities. In the first condition, participants estimated the length of lines after hearing five people pretending to be participants (confederates) give inaccurate estimates. In the second condition, participants estimated the length of lines without hearing estimates of confederates. As we expected, participants in the first condition were less accurate in their estimates of line length, demonstrating the tendency to conform to majority influence.
A) How would each element below be related to the specific content of the experiment reported in the abstract?

• Control group

• Deception

• Operational definition of the dependent variable

• Hypothesis

• Debriefing
B) How might participants’ estimates of line length in the study be related to the following?

• Cognitive dissonance

• Maslow’s hierarchy of needs
8. A. Statistics are often used to describe and interpret the results of intelligence testing.

· Describe three measures of central tendency (mean, median, and mode).
· Describe a skewed distribution
· Relate the three measures of central tendency to a normal distribution
· Relate the three measures of central tendency to a positively skewed distribution
· An intelligence test for which the scores are normally distributed has a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15.  Use this information to describe how the scores are distributed
· In two normal distributions, the means are 100 for group I and 115 for group II.  Can an individual in group I have a higher score than the mean score for group II? Explain.
B. apply knowledge of psychological research in answering the following questions about intelligence scores.

· Explain why norms for standardized intelligence tests are periodically updated

· Describe how to determine whether an intelligence test is biased.

9. A. Define the following psychological concepts.

· Cognitive dissonance

· Conformity

· Incentive motivation

· Negative reinforcement

· Physiological addiction

B. Use one specific example for each of the concepts in part A to explain how the concept might relate to either the development of or the continuation of a smoking habit.  It is not necessary to use the same example for each concept.

10. Time is an important variable in many psychological concepts.  Describe a specific example that clearly demonstrates an understanding of each of the following concepts and how it relates to OR is affected by time.  Use a different example for each concept.

· Critical period

· Fluid intelligence

· Group polarization

· James-Lange theory of emotion

· Presentation of the conditioned stimulus (CS) and unconditioned stimulus (UCS) in classical conditioning

· Refractory period in neural firing

· Sound localization

· Spontaneous recovery

11. Describe a specific example that clearly demonstrates an understanding of how each of the following concepts can lead to an inaccurate perception, cognition, or conclusion.  Each example must include an explanation of the relationship between the concept and the inaccuracy.

· Afterimage effect

· Availability heuristic

· Ethnocentrism

· Groupthink

· Lack of object permanence

· Nonrandom assignment of research participants

· Optimistic explanatory style

· Proactive interference

12. Zoey wants to buy a new car but is having difficulty deciding what kind of car to buy.  She is feeling anxious and wants to make a decision soon.  Zoey visits several local car dealers and asks for the advice of some of her friends.  Explain how each of the following could influence her decision.  Be sure to discuss each concept in the context of Zoey’s decision.

· Approach-avoidance conflict

· Central route to persuasion

· Heuristics

· Individualism

· Rationalization

· Self-efficacy

· The autonomic nervous system

· The foot-in-the-door phenomenon

13.  Ellie, a new student at B. F. Skinner High School, is determined to make friends.  When she attends the first Psychology Club meeting she finds herself in the room with twenty strangers who seem to know each other well.  She plans to attend a few more meetings before deciding whether she will join.

A. Demonstrate how each of the following could HELP play a role in Ellie’s quest for friendship.  You may use a different example for each concept.  

HELP

· The mere exposure effect

· Mnemonic device

· Schachter two-factor theory

· Locus of control

B. Demonstrate how each of the following could HINDER Ellie’s quest for friendship.  You may use a different example for each concept.

HINDER

· In-group bias

· Regression

· Operant conditioning

· Circadian rhythm

Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement Psychology

Mr. Simoncini

2011-2012 Class Summer Work Contract

I, ___________________________________________, have read the A.P. Psychology Summer Work Requirements Sheet and understand those summer requirements.  With my parent’s/guardian’s and my signatures below, I agree to complete all of the work mentioned on the Summer Work Requirements sheet, reflecting a high standard of quality.  I further understand that should I fail to complete any of the assignments listed on the Summer Work Requirements Sheet by the due dates indicated, I will be involuntarily removed from the course.   If I am involuntarily removed from the course and have not previously taken regular psychology, my counselor will place me in a regular psychology course; if I have already taken psychology, my counselor will place me in another elective course. I also understand that Mr. Simoncini will allow no exceptions to the provisions stated in the Summer Work Requirements sheet.

_______________________________

_________________________________

Signature of student




Signature of parent or guardian

_______________________________

_________________________________

Date signed





Date signed

*Note: this contract must be signed and returned to Mr. Simoncini by Friday, May 20, 2011.  Students who fail to comply with this requirement will be involuntarily dropped from the course.

 
To meet the objectives stated on page 1 of this document, Mr. Simoncini offers this contract between himself and the students plus their parents or guardians.  

1. For his part, Mr. Simoncini agrees to:

a. Be in class on time, prepared to deliver instruction and assist students.

b. Be professional and competent in performing his duty as a teacher.

c. Be respectful and appreciative of the cultural differences, differences in learning style, unique talents and special qualities of his students.

d. Grade work fairly and honestly and provide students with timely feedback on their progress and performance.

e. Maintain open lines of communication with students plus parents or guardians.

f. Provide appropriate learning resources to students.

g. Work with students and parents/guardians of students who are experiencing challenges in meeting class standards, to correct problem areas, and get those students back on the right track toward achieving success.

2. For their part, students, supported by parents/guardians, agree to:

a. Abide by all Oakdale High School rules.

b. Abide by all classroom rules, including, but not limited to, the following.

i. Be in class, seated, and prepared for work (to include having all necessary materials ready) on time.

ii. Remove or place in the classroom wastebasket any trash that they may accumulate during a class period.

iii. Maintain high levels of mutual respect for the rights, ideas, creative expressions, and individual differences of all other members of their class, including using appropriate language at all times.

iv. Properly care for all textbooks and classroom furniture and equipment including not writing on any textbook or piece of furniture.

v. Actively participate in all class activities scheduled by the teacher.

vi. Not wear headgear of any sort (unless specifically permitted by the teacher), or display or use any electronic devices (CD players, radios, cell phones, pagers, games, etc.) inside the classroom.

vii. Remain seated, be attentive, and not talk to their neighbors unless otherwise told to do so by the teacher.

viii. Abide by “The Green Mile Rule” by not discussing, outside of the A. P. psychology classroom, personal vignettes or observations made by the teacher or other students during presentations or class discussion periods.

3. Consequences for violations of the above rules will generally adhere to the following guidelines:

a. First offense: verbal warning.

b. Second offense: one-on-one discussion with the teacher, and possible communication with parent/guardian.

c. Third offense: an additional homework assignment that provides the student with additional training in the rule that has been violated, communication with parent/guardian, possible lowering of the student’s citizenship mark and grade under the heading of “subjective evaluation.”

d. Subsequent offenses: communication with parent/guardian, lowering of student’s citizenship mark, lowering of the student’s grade under the heading of “subjective evaluation,” and probable detention or referral.

4.  After reading the information provided in this document, a parent or guardian should sign, along with the student, in the spaces indicated at the bottom of each page.  Students should bring the signed documents to class and submit them as homework assignments not later than Friday, August 12, 2011.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read and understand the information in this document, have no immediate concerns, and agree to abide by all of the rules indicated.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read the information on this sheet and have the concerns listed below or on the back of this page.

Student’s name ________________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________

Student’s signature



Parent/Guardian’s signature

_____________________________

_________________________________

Date signed




Date signed

