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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Where did the most elaborate pre-Columbian civilizations emerge?

2.   What sorts of things distinguished the Inca people?

      3.   What sorts of things distinguished the Mayan culture?

      4.   What sorts of things distinguished the Aztec culture?

5. Many of the first European explorers in America considered Native Americans as unsophisticated savages.  Do you agree or disagree?  Be prepared to justify your response with specific facts about the various tribes.

6. When did Buffalo hunting by nomadic tribes begin?  

7. Which region had the greatest food resources on the continent?

8. What were some of the negative aspects of the agricultural societies and towns?

9. What was the Iroquois Confederation—what was it and what tribes comprised it?

10. How did Native Americans view the threat posed by Europeans when the latter landed in North America?

11. Discuss the social and economic organization of many Native American settlements.

12. What were the key elements that led to European exploration of the Americas?  Ensure that you factor in economic, political and social elements.

13.  Summarize the contributions of the following people to the European exploration of the Americas:

a. Leif Eriksson

b. Prince Henry the Navigator

c. Pedro Cabral

d. Christopher Columbus

e. Amerigo Vespucci

f. Vasco de Balboa

14. Summarize the key activities of the following conquistadors:

a. Hernando Cortes

b. Francisco Pizarro

c. Hernando de Soto

d. Francisco Coronado

            In your response discuss the main reasons each individual came to the New World.
15. How would you characterize the Spanish warriors?

16. Discuss the three distinct periods of the Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere.

17. What result did Spanish control of American mines have on the economy of Spain?

18. Discuss the importance of the Catholic Church in the Spanish Colonization of the Western Hemisphere.

19. From the map on p. 16, what was the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)?

20.  What were encomiendas and how did they contribute to Spanish conquest of the Americas?  In your discussion, include the role of Don Juan de Onate in New Mexico.
21. The Spanish in New Mexico were unable to find precious metals.  What subsequently became the economic heart of that colony?
22. Discuss the revolt of 1680—its causes and its ultimate resolution.

23. What changes did the Spanish make in their exploitation of the Pueblo Nation after 1696.

24. With regard to the section entitled, “The Empire at High Tide,” what policies of the Spanish government led to its dominance over its American colonies?
25. How did Spanish colonization differ from that of other European countries?  

26. What was the magnitude of the effects that European diseases and European military brutality had on the Native American peoples.  Cite specific examples.

27. How did Native Americans benefit from the Columbian Exchange—the exchange of crops and livestock between the Americans and Europe?

28. Describe the racial hierarchy in the Spanish colonies of America.  Eventually, what replaced blood lineage in determining social status in the Spanish colonies?

29. According to Brinkley, what was the primary impetus that led to the importation of African slaves to America?

30. Discuss the terms “sedentary” and “matrilineal” as they applied to African societies.
31. Discuss the concept of slavery in African societies.
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1. What was the enclosure movement and what effect did it have on Tudor England?

2. What was mercantilism and what effect did it have on the economies of European nations as well as on exploration of the Americas?

3. Describe Richard Hakluyt’s theory about the effects of colonization.

4. What were Puritans and Separatists?  How did those sects begin and what were some unusual features of them?

5. Discuss two assumptions that the English derived from their experiences in Ireland that they carried over to how they would eventually treat the Native Americans.

6. What key elements characterized French colonization of North America, particularly the region we now call Canada?  In your response, please discuss economics as well as social relations with the Native Americans.  

7. Discuss the colonization concept of the Dutch West India Company.  How did its concept compare and contrast with the concept maintained by the French?  In your discussion draw in the concept of the “patroon.”  
8. What were the results of the first English attempt at colonization in 1585 and then 1587?

9. Based on what you have read up to this point, how would you compare and contrast the English concept of colonization with respect to the Spanish, French and Dutch concepts?  

