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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Brinkley asserts that “By the time the Civil War began in 1861. . .most Americans understood that their world had changed irrevocably.”  What facts does he give to support that statement?

2. Brinkley notes that the Northeast and the Northwest were economic allies.  What does he say were the elements of that alliance?

3. What changes does Brinkley say were occurring in the South during the period note?

4. What three trends characterized the American population between 1820 and 1840?
5. Discuss the general changes in the American population between 1820 and 1840.

6. How did improvements in public health and the birthrate affect American population growth between 1820 and 1840?

7. Discuss immigration trends between 1820 and 1840.

8. What factors contributed to making New York City the largest city in the United States by 1810?

9. What were the definitions, in terms of population, of a city and of a town?

10. What western cities grew significantly between 1840 and 1860?  What were the primary reasons for the growth of those cities?

11. Discuss the growth of the national population in the 1850s.  With regard to the growth of cities, from where did that growth originate?

12. Brinkley notes that the overwhelming majority of immigrants prior to 1860 came from Ireland and Germany.  Discuss the reasons why people from those regions tended to immigrate to the United States and how their respective patterns of immigration varied and why.

13. Discuss the concept of nativism—its causes, its philosophical background, what social and political groups supported it, and what type of groups and movements emerged in the United States as a result of it.

Chapter 10, Section 2 (265-274)
1. Discuss the reasons that contributed to the development of the canal system in the northeastern portion of the United States.

2. Contrast the efficiency of road transportation and canal transportation during the period being studied.

3. Who bore the costs of digging the canals?  Why?

4. Discuss the Erie Canal—its dimensions, how it was built and what economic opportunities it created.

5. What were the economic and social results of the Erie Canal and the other canals that were built based on the success of the Erie Canal?

6. What was the primary role of railroads in the 1830s?  Did America have a true system of railroads during the 1830s?

7. What was the difference in the total track mileage in the United States between 1840 and 1850?

8. How did funding of railroads differ from the ways canals were funded?

9. What were some of the positive and negative affects of the telegraph?

10. Who invented the telegraph?

11. Discuss the expansion of the telegraph in terms of miles of wire strung across the country.

12. What was the significance of the work of Richard Hoe?

13. Why was the Associated Press created?

14. What does Brinkley mean when he writes, “the rise of new journalism helped to feed sectional discord?”

15. What specific advantages allowed corporations to emerge in America during the 1830s?

16. What did the rise of new corporations make possible?  What problems did that rise cause?

17. According to Brinkley, what was the most profound economic development in mid-nineteenth century America?

18. Describe the factory system.  Include in your description the region of the United States where it was most prominent.

19. What natural resource became significant as the key industrial fuel in American industry?

20. Briefly discuss the contributions of Charles Goodyear and Elias Howe.

21. Who were the merchant capitalists?  What factors led to the decline of merchant capitalism in mid-19th century America?
Chapter 10, Section 3 (274-278)
1. After 1840, what group became the most important new source of workers in America?

2. List and describe the factors that caused a dramatic increase in American food production during the period discussed.  

3. What conditions in the Northeast enticed people there to move to cities?

4. Brinkley discusses two systems of recruitment that emerged to bring this new labor supply to the expanding textile mills of the Northeast.  Discuss both systems.  In your discussion, also weave in the Lowell or Waltham System.

5. Compare labor conditions in the factories of the American Northeast during the early-to-mid-1800s to the conditions in the factories of England during the same period.

6. What was the paternalistic Lowell System?  Why did it not last long?

7. Discuss the Factory Girls Association.  Why were they formed, what did they do, and what were the results?  Also discuss the Female Labor Reform Association.

8. Discuss some of the disadvantages of being an Irish immigrant laborer.  In your response, be sure to weave in information about wages and working conditions.

9. What was the artisan tradition?

10. What were the conditions and events that led to the formation, in 1834, of the National Trades’ Union?

11. How did the National Trades’ Union fare?  Why?

12. Discuss how the issue of labor was treated in various states and in the courts of various states in the 1840s.

13. Why did women begin establishing their own protective unions by the 1850s?

14. What factors contributed to the inhibition of the growth of an effective labor resistance during the period studied?

Chapter 10, Section 4 (279-290)

1. Discuss the distribution of wealth in the United States during the mid-1800s.

2. Describe the lives of the wealthy in large cities.

3. What were some of the characteristics of the very poor people in cities during the mid-19th century?

4. Discuss what Brinkley terms “the absolute living standard” of most American laborers.

5. What does Brinkley say were the characteristics of social mobility?  What were some of the “safety valves” for discontent?

6. What was the fastest-growing group in Antebellum America?  What factors contributed to that growth?

7. What facts does Brinkley offer to justify his statement that “middle-class life in the years before the Civil War rapidly established itself as the most influential cultural form of urban America?”

8. What “profound changes in the nature and function of the family” does Brinkley cite in his discussion of that topic?

9. By 1860 the birth rate had fallen from 7 children per American woman to five.  What were some of the causes of that trend?

10. What factors comprised what Brinkley calls the “Cult of Domesticity?”

11. Why were holidays of special importance to Americans in the antebellum period?

12. Discuss leisure activities in the United States during the antebellum period.

13. What city emerged as the nation’s center of the agricultural machinery and meatpacking industries?

14. What inventions made agriculture in the Northwest more productive during the period being studied?

