Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U. S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 11, Section 1 (292-303)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. According to Brinkley, what was the most important economic development in the mid-nineteenth-century South?  What did that development reflect?

2. Why had many farmers in Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina shifted away from tobacco to other crops by the 1830s?  What crop had they mostly shifted to?

3. What challenges did the rice growers of South Carolina, Georgia and parts of Florida face?  How about the sugar growers along the Gulf Coast?

4. Compare and contrast long-staple and short-staple cotton.

5. What factors created an enormous new demand for cotton between the 1830s and the 1850s?

6. What factors does Brinkley cite to support the assertion by southern politicians of the period that “Cotton is king!?”

7. What types of industry evolved in the Upper South during this period?  Overall, how significant was southern industry?

8. Discuss the “factors” (brokers)—what they were, what they did, and what influence they had in the South.

9. Contrast internal transportation systems in the North and the South during the antebellum period.  How did the transportation in the South affect manufacturing?

10. Looking at the maps on p. 296, discuss the differences in slave distribution between 1820 and 1860.  From, p. 295, discuss specific differences in the numbers of slaves in Alabama and Mississippi between both of those periods.
11. What potential problems did journalists Albert Pike and James B. D. De Bow focus on during this period?  What did De Bow, in particular, advocate as a solution to those problems?

12. What factors does Brinkley cite in response to his question, “Why did the South do so little to develop a larger industrial and commercial economy of its own?”
13. Discuss the proportion of southern whites who owned slaves—what proportion owned them, in general, how many slaves did the average slave owner have, and what were the raw numbers of slave owners in contrast to the total population of the South?

14. Discuss the planter aristocracy—what it was and what powers it wielded.

15. Why did many affluent planters live rather modestly?

16. According to Brinkley, why was the defense of slavery and of southern rights stronger in the new, booming regions of the lower South as opposed to the more established and less flourishing areas of the Tidewater?

17. How did wealthy southern whites sustain their image of themselves as aristocrats?  In your response discuss the code of chivalry.

18.  What transpired between South Carolina congressman Preston Brooks and Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner on the floor of the United States Senate?  What does Brinkley say that action symbolized?

19. How were southern ladies different from their northern counterparts?

20. Briefly discuss the Yeomen farmers (or plain folk).

21. Who were the hill people and why was slavery unattractive to them?

22. Why did many of those same backcountry farmers accept the plantation system?

23. According to Brinkley, why were small farmers more significantly committed to a traditional, male-dominated family structure?  Why would such people be swayed to resist attacks on slavery from people in the North and elsewhere?
24. What was the single greatest unifying factor among the southern white population?  Why?

Chapter 11, Section 2 (303-313)
1. Discuss the things that slave codes prohibited.

2. Who was defined as Black?

3. What does Brinkley mean when he writes: “There was in reality considerable variety within the slave system?”

4. Discuss the relationships between slaves and their masters.  Include in your discussion on what type of plantation slaves preferred to live and why.  

5. On what type of plantation did the majority of slaves actually live?

6. Discuss the condition of slave women.

7. What significant event occurred, per the Constitution, in 1808 and how did that affect the proportion of blacks to whites in the United States?

8. Discuss the general health of slaves in contrast to European peasants and industrial workers and factory workers in the northern United States.  In your response discuss what southern masters (Frank Matthews and the boys) did to preserve the health of their slaves.

9. Generally, why would slave owners use hired labor rather than slaves for most unhealthy or dangerous tasks?

10. Discuss household slaves.  How did their lives differ from those slaves who were field hands?

11. How did the condition of urban slaves differ from the conditions of those slaves on plantations?  What conditions caused those differences?

12. Briefly discuss Brinkley’s discussion of free African Americans.

13. How did the slave trade dehumanize all who were involved in it?

14. How does Brinkley respond to the debate over the retrospective question of whether or not most slaves were content with their conditions?

15. Discuss the “Sambo reaction” to slavery.

16. Discuss Gabriel Prosser’s rebellion of 1800 and Nat Turner’s Rebellion of 1831.
17. How does Brinkley justify his assertion that: “. . . the odds against a successful escape, particularly from the Deep South, were impossibly high?”

18. According to Brinkley, what was “the most important method of (slave) resistance?”

19. Discuss the highlights of what Brinkley terms, “the culture of slavery,” including language, music and religion.

20. In general, why did slave marriages not survive and how did slaves compensate for breakups of nuclear families?

