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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. According to Brinkley, what dislocations was economic growth during the antebellum period creating?

2. What were the two basic impulses that the reform efforts of the period followed?

3. Discuss American art in the first half of the nineteenth century.  In your discussion, please incorporate subject matter and the Hudson River School.

4. Who was the most popular novelist in America during the antebellum period?  What was it about his work that intrigued Americans?

5. Who emerged as the first great American novelist?  Discuss his work.

6. Briefly discuss the work of Walt Whitman.

7. Discuss the work of Herman Melville and Edgar Allan Poe.

8. Discuss the transcendentalists—who they were and what they believed.

9. Why does Brinkley contend that Ralph Waldo Emerson was “the most important intellectual of his age?”

10. Discuss the work (and its significance) of Henry David Throeau.

11. Discuss Brook Farm.

12. According to Brinkley, what was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s main thesis in his classic works The Scarlet Letter (1850) and The House of Seven Gables (1851)?

13. Discuss the significance of Margaret Fuller.

14. What was the Oneida Community and what radical (for that time) belief did they champion?

15. Briefly discuss the Shakers.

16. Discuss the Mormons and the Mormon migration to Utah.

Chapter 12, Section 2 (322-337)

1. What were some of the specific reform goals in the “wide range” of reform goals that Brinkley discusses?
2. Who was Charles Grandison Finney and what contributions did he make to the reform movements of the time?

3. Why was the crusade against drunkenness one of the more influential reform movements?

4. What evidence does Brinkley provide to support his assertion that alcoholism was “an even more serious problem in antebellum America than it has been in the twentieth century?”

5. What role did the American Society for the Promotion of Temperance take on beginning in 1826?

6. What significant difference in purpose and opinion did the temperance movement experience as that movement gained in strength?  Ultimately, what was the movement trying to impose on society?

7. How did the temperance movement affect relationships between religions in the United States?

8. What was phrenology?

9. What were some of the reasons that medicine lagged behind other scientific advances?

10. What does Brinkley say was the biggest problem facing American medicine in the period studied?

11. The growth of public education in the 1830s reflected what new belief in American society?

12. Who was Horace Mann and what significant contributions did he make to American society?

13. While education in the Northeast, in particular, was generally outstanding, what does Brinkley say about education “in other areas?”
14. What facts does Brinkley provide to support his assertion that, “the achievements of the school reformers were impressive by any standard?”

15. What sorts of social values did schools try to impress on children during this period?

16. Discuss the asylum movement and how it was used to try to reform criminals in American society.

17. What were the primary reasons that the United States Government placed Native Americans on reservations?

18. What situations in American society did female reformers look upon with particular resentment?  Who were some of those defiant reformers?
19. Discuss some of the key female reformers during this period.

20. What events led up to the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848?

21. Discuss the Seneca Falls Convention.  In particular, discuss the “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions.

22. How did Quakers view the role of women in society?

23. Discuss how some women expressed their feminist sentiments in their choice of costume.

24. Discuss the activities of the American colonization Society.  What was its most significant achievement?

25. Discuss William Lloyd Garrison—who he was and what he did.

26. Briefly discuss the conditions faced by Northern Blacks.
27. Discuss Black abolitionists Sojourner Truth and Frederick Douglass-who they were and what they did.

28. What significant action did Prudence Crandall take?  What did the reaction of her fellow townspeople to her action demonstrate?

29. In what ways did the Amistad case enhance the cause of abolitionism?
30. What was the significance, vis-à-vis abolitionism, of the term “free soil?” 
31. Discuss “the most powerful document of abolitionist propaganda.”

