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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Describe the term “Manifest Destiny.”  What did the term reflect, and what was the basis of the idea?

2. How did many Americans, throughout the 1840s, defend the idea of westward expansion

3. Discuss the disagreement about the scope of Manifest Destiny argued by its advocates.

4. What was Henry Clay’s fundamental argument against Manifest Destiny?

5. Discuss what Brinkley describes as “the ill-advised experiment” of the Mexican government, vis-à-vis Texas, in the early 1820s.

6. Discuss the thousands of Americans who immigrated to Texas—where did they tend to come from and what attracted them to Texas?

7. Discuss the American intermediaries.  Who was the most successful of the group?  What did they eventually do and what were the initial results of their actions?

8. What issues began to cause friction between American settlers in Texas and the Mexican government?

9. What conditions led to Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna to seize power?  What actions did he take after seizing power?  What was the general reaction of the Texans to those actions?

10. Discuss the key events of the War of Texas Independence.

11. What were the reactions of Presidents Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison and Tyler to the request by the newly independent Texans for consideration for statehood?

12. Discuss the joint occupation of the Oregon country in the 1840s.

13. What motivated certain Protestant missionaries to move into Oregon country?

14. Who were Marcus and Narcissa Whitman and what significant actions did they take?

15. Discuss the westward migration between 1840 and 1860.  In your discussion, weave in the type of people who moved westward and the reasons they did so.

16. Looking at the map entitled “Western Trails in 1860,” list the key trails west.

17. Discuss the key elements of life on the trail.

Chapter 13, Section 2 (346-355)

1. Discuss the election of 1844—who were the key contenders, what was one of the key issues and what eventually happened?

2. Discuss James K. Polk—his background and what made his victory possible.

3. Which president eventually persuaded Congress to grant statehood to Texas?  What were the reasons that Congress finally acquiesced?

4. Discuss the slogan “Fifty-four forty or fight!” and its pertinence to the situation in the Oregon Territory during the period.  How was the situation finally resolved?

5. What diplomatic dilemma took place when the United States admitted Texas?  What actions did the United States take as a result?

6. Discuss California during the mid-1830s to the late 1840s.

7. Discuss the key events of the Mexican War.

8. What were the major provisions of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo?

9. Discuss the Wilmot Proviso.  What counterproposal did the southerners suggest?

10. Discuss Polk’s proposal to solve the sectional debate over the new territories as well as the “squatter sovereignty” position.

11. Discuss the presidential campaign of 1848.

12. Discuss the California Gold Rush.  

13. What serious problem did the Gold Rush create in California and how did people in the state respond to that problem?

14. As a review, what were the major provisions of the Missouri Compromise of 1819?

15. What were President Zachary Taylor’s beliefs on how to resolve the issue of slavery in the territories?  What were the results of his policy with regard to California?
16. Why did Congress balk on admitting New Mexico as a state?  In your response discuss personal liberty laws and how southerners in Congress responded to them.
17. What was the biggest obstacle in Congress with regard to President Taylor’s policies about territories deciding for themselves whether or not to be slave territories?

18. What were the main provisions of Henry Clay’s Compromise of 1850?

19. Discuss the congressional debate over Clay’s proposal.

Chapter 13, Section 3 (355-364)

1. Discuss the presidential election of 1852—who were the main candidates, what role did the Free-Soil Party play, what was the major issue and what were the results?

2. Why did northern hostility to the Fugitive Slave Act intensify after 1850?

3. What was the “Young America” movement and how did it exacerbate the ongoing North-South conflict regarding slavery?
4. Discuss the problem and key players and their positions involved in the debate over where to place the proposed transcontinental railroad.  In your discussion, include the Gadsden Purchase.

5. What were the major ideas behind the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854?  In your response, discuss the original bill and how and why it was changed.  What did the Act look like in its final form?

6. How does Brinkley justify his assertion that: “No other piece of legislation in American history produced so many immediate, sweeping, and ominous changes as the Kansas-Nebraska Act?”

7. Bleeding Kansas became a powerful symbol of sectional hostility in the Midwest during the 1850s.  Discuss what happened in Kansas and why.

8. What was the Pottawatomie Massacre?  Who was the key perpetrator of the massacre?

9. Revisiting an issue we have previously discussed, relate, now in more detail, what happened between Congressman Preston Brooks and Senator Charles Sumner.  What caused the incident, what were the immediate results and what were the long-term results?

10. Discuss the free-soil ideology.  What was it?  What opinions did those who shared that vision have about the South?

11. Discuss the concept of the “slave power conspiracy” and its linkage to the new Republican Party.
12. Brinkley notes that “In the South, in the meantime, a very different ideology. . .was emerging. . .on the issue of slavery.”  That ideology formed as a result of what factors?  

13. What arguments did people such as Thomas Dew, John C. Calhoun and the authors of The Pro-Slavery Argument state in “a new intellectual defense” of the institution of slavery?
14. Brinkley notes: “Above all, southern apologists argued, slavery was good because it served as the basis for the southern way of life.”  What arguments did southerners present to support their point?  What was a second argument southerners put forth in defense of slavery? 
15. Discuss the presidential election of 1856—the primary candidates, the main issues and the results.

16. How does Brinkley characterize James Buchanan as a president?  What arguments does he offer to support his characterization?

17. What were the political effects of the Depression of 1857?

18. Discuss, in detail, the case of Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857). 

19. What facts does Brinkley put forth to support his assertion that “Few judicial opinions have created as much controversy”?
20. From “Patterns of Popular Culture” discuss lyceums. 
21. Discuss what Brinkley terms, the “Deadlock over Kansas.”

22. The Lincoln-Douglas debates during the Illinois senatorial campaign of 1858 stand among the most important and famous debate series in the history of the United States.  Discuss the significant beliefs and expressed viewpoints of both Lincoln and Douglas during these debates.  

23. How did the results of the Lincoln-Douglas campaign differ from those of the rest of the North in 1858?

24. Discuss John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

25. According the Brinkley, what was the most significant result of the Harpers Ferry raid?   

26. Discuss the candidates, issues and results of the presidential election of 1860.

