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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Who were the fire-eaters?

2. How did James Buchanan react to the news of the formation of the Confederate States of America?

3. What did the seceding states do to federal property? 

4. Discuss what initially happened at Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

5. What was the Crittenden Compromise and how was it resolved?

6. Discuss the Battle of Fort Sumter and the immediate aftermath.

7. Brinkley asserts:  “people in both regions had come to believe that two distinct and incompatible civilizations had developed in the United States and that those civilizations were incapable of living together in peace.”  Discuss how he supports that assertion.

8. Compare and contrast the readiness for war and advantages and disadvantages of the North and the South at the beginning of the Civil War.

9. What were the Homestead Act and the Morrill Land Grant Act?

10. How did Congress move to complete the dream of a transcontinental railroad?

11. Discuss the National Bank Acts of 1863-1864.  In your discussion include the plans for financing the Civil War.

12. How did the North plan to raise the armies needed to fight the war?  Were all of those plans popular?  What were the issues and results?

13. Discuss how Lincoln “moved quickly to establish his own authority.”  

14. How did Lincoln handle his greatest political problem: widespread popular opposition to the war?

15.  Briefly discuss the election of 1864.  What factors contributed to Lincoln’s victory?

16. Discuss “the politics of emancipation” and the Emancipation Proclamation.  With regard to the Emancipation Proclamation, what were its specific elements?

17. Briefly discuss the service of African-Americans in the Union Army.  

18. Discuss how the war sped the economic development of the North.

19. Discuss the contribution of female nurses to the northern war effort.

Chapter 14, Section 2 (379-388)

1. Discuss the basic precepts of the Confederate Constitution.

2. Brinkley asserts that Jefferson Davis was, “in the end, an unsuccessful president.”  What facts does he provide to support that assertion?

3. Why was financing the Confederate war effort a monumental and ultimately impossible task?  How did the Confederacy ultimately pay for the war?

4. How did conscription work in the South during the war?  What were the long-term results of the South trying to maintain a conscript army?

5. What facts does Brinkley provide to support his statement: “the war had a devastating effect on the economy of the South?”

6. Assess Abraham Lincoln as a military commander-in-chief.

7. Briefly assess, as commanders, Winfield Scott, George B. McClellan and Henry W. Halleck.

8. Briefly discuss the command relationship between President Jefferson Davis and General Robert E. Lee.  

9. Discuss the effectiveness of the Union blockade of the Southern coast.

10. Briefly discuss the seminal battle on March 8, 1862 between the U. S. S. Monitor and the C.S.S. Virginia.

11. Why were Britain and France initially sympathetic to the Confederacy?

12. Ultimately, why did no major European nation come to the aid of the Confederacy?

13. Briefly discuss the Trent Affair and its significance.

14. Briefly discuss the highlights of the Civil War in the far western region.

Chapter 14, Section 2 (388-399)

1. Discuss the overall casualty figures presented by Brinkley, particularly his comparisons to United States’ casualties in World War I and World War II.

2. Discuss the First Battle of Manassas (Bull Run).

3. Discuss the key 1862 battles in the western theater: New Orleans and Shiloh.

4. Discuss the Virginia Front of 1862.

5. Briefly discuss the Battle of Antietam Creek on September 17, 1862 and its immediate aftermath.

6. How was Lee’s important victory at Chancellorsville turned into a minor catastrophe?

7. Discuss the key Union victory at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863.

8. Discuss the highlights of the crucial Battle of Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863.

9. What were the highlights of the war in the western theater in 18864-1865?

10. Assess Ulysses S. Grant as a military commander.

