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Chapter 15, Section 1 (400-409)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Compare and contrast the overall Northern and Southern viewpoints of Reconstruction.

2. According to Brinkley, for what other reasons was Reconstruction notable?

3. What facts does Brinkley cite to justify his statement: “What happened to the South in the Civil War was a catastrophe with no parallel in America’s experience as a nation?

4. Emotionally and psychologically, how did the Southerners begin reacting during the early days of Reconstruction?

5. In what ways did groups of African Americans differ with each other in viewpoint on how to achieve real freedom?  What one concept united all African Americans?

6. What did the Thirteenth Amendment provide for?

7. How did white Southerners react to the Thirteenth Amendment and when they said that they were fighting for freedom, what were they fighting for above all?

8. Discuss the Freedmen’s Bureau.

9. What were some of the general concerns of Northerners about how to treat the states of the former Confederacy during the early years of Reconstruction?

10. Discuss the differences in opinion between northern conservatives, radicals and moderates regarding how to deal with the states of the former Confederacy.  Where did President Lincoln fall with regard to these views?

11. Discuss Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan.

12. Discuss the Wade-Davis Bill.

13. Briefly discuss Lincoln’s assassination and the immediate aftermath.

14. Discuss Andrew Johnson as a leader and his plan for dealing with the South.

15. How did the Radical Republicans react to Johnson’s plan?

16. Discuss the Black Codes and how the Republican-led Congress reacted to them.

17. Discuss the basic provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment.

18. How did the Fourteenth Amendment affect re-entry into the Union of the states of the former Confederacy?

19. Discuss the Congressional Plan for Reconstruction.

20. Discuss the 15th Amendment.  What issue did that amendment not address?  What were some of the reactions to that oversight?

21. Discuss the rationale behind and the results of the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson.

Chapter 15, Section 2 (409-416)

1. In general what were the primary criticisms that white and black Southerners voiced about Reconstruction in retrospect (several years after it took place)?

2. Initially after the Civil War, approximately what percentage of Southern white males was excluded from voting?  What were the results of that limitation?

3. Briefly discuss scalawags.

4. Briefly discuss carpetbaggers.

5. Discuss the early Black southern Republicans and Blacks holding office.

6. Discuss the causes of the massive debt experienced by southern states during the reconstruction period.

7. Discuss the effect that the Freedmen’s Bureau had on education in the South during Reconstruction.

8. Discuss the efforts of certain people in the federal government to mandate school integration and the results thereof.

9. For what primary reasons did the effort to reform landownership in the South fail?

10. How did the per capita incomes of southern blacks and whites change during Reconstruction?

11. What effects did the crop-lien system have on the South?

12. What was the significance of the 1868 election with regard to Northern capitalists?

13. Briefly discuss the cabinet of President Grant.

14. Discuss the various arguments of those who, during the Grant Administration, advocated the creation and implementation of a civil service system for the United States Government.

15. Briefly discuss the election of 1872.

16. Discuss the Credit Mobilier Scandal.

17. Discuss other scandals during the Grant Administration.

18. Discuss the Panic of 1873 and the Greenback Movement.

19. Discuss “Seward’s Folly.”

Chapter 15, Section 3 (416-425)

1. Discuss how whites undermined Republican state governments in states where either blacks constituted a majority or where the populations of blacks and whites were almost equal.

2. What was the purpose of the Ku Klux Klan?  What sorts of activities did the KKK engage in during the late 1860s and 1870s?

3. How did Congress react to the Ku Klux Klan?  What was the legal significance of the actions of Congress?  How were the laws enforced?

4. According to Brinkley, what were some of the fundamental causes of a waning in the commitment of the North to Reconstruction in the 1870s?

5. What important political event occurred in 1874?  

6. Discuss, in detail, the Election of 1876 and the Compromise of 1877.

7. Why did some critics refer to President Rutherford B. Hayes as “His Fraudulency?”

8. How does Brinkley justify his assertion that “Reconstruction was in the end largely a failure?”

9. Who were the Redeemers (Bourbons)?  Were they primarily a throwback to the Southern leaders of the antebellum period, or were they truly different leaders, vis-à-vis the leaders of the antebellum period?

10. Discuss Bourbon governance of Southern states in the mid-to-late 1870s.

11. Discuss the Readjuster movement—what it stood for, how far it reached, and what level of success it enjoyed.

12. Discuss the highlights of Southern industrialization (The New South).

13. Discuss post-war Southern agriculture, particularly tenant farms and sharecropping.

Chapter 15, Section 4 (425-431)

14. Discuss the expanding black middle class of the post-Civil War period.  What was a cardinal tenet of this group?

15. Who was Booker T. Washington and what was his basic philosophy about how Blacks, as a group, should pursue better lives in the United States?

16. Discuss the 1896 Supreme Court decision in the case Plessy v. Ferguson.

17. Discuss the techniques that Southern whites used to circumvent the 15th Amendment and keep Blacks from voting.  In your discussion please include a piece on grandfather laws.

18. How did the United States Supreme Court respond to such techniques?

19. Discuss the “elaborate system of segregation reaching into almost every area of southern life” that were made possible by Jim Crow Laws.

20. Discuss lynchings in the United States during the final decade of the 19th century.

