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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. What was the make-up of the “elaborate caste system in the Southwest” that Brinkley discusses?

2. Discuss the various characteristics of the Plains Indians.

3. Discuss the various problems that the Hispanic peoples in the Southwest encountered during the mid-19th century.  What was the catalyst that sparked the rapid growth of Anglo-American settlement in the region?

4. Discuss the problems encountered by Mexican people in California and Texas with the migration of large numbers of Anglo-Americans to those regions.

5. Discuss the Chinese migration—what drew Chinese to California and other locations, what type of work they engaged in, and the conditions in which they performed that work.

6. Discuss the lives of Chinese in the cities of the West Coast.  In particular, discuss the Six Companies and tongs.

7. What were the primary causes of anti-Chinese feelings on the part of Anglo-Americans?  What sorts of formal and informal anti-Chinese actions did certain Anglo-Americans take?

8. What enticement and infrastructure enhancements lured people from the eastern United States to the West during the late 19th century?

9. Discuss the provisions of the Homestead Act of 1862 and its long-term results.

10. What were the Timber Culture Act, Desert Land Act, and the Timber and Stone Act?  What were some of the negative results of those laws?

11. What were the main characteristics of labor in the West during the late 19th century?

12. What were two of the most readily available forms of employment for women in the West during this period and why?

13. With regard to social mobility, compare and contrast life in the West and the East.  In your discussion, include the various types of people who made up what Brinkley refers to as employment tiers and what philosophy lay as the basis of that tier system.

14. Discuss the highlights of mining in Colorado, Nevada, the Black Hills region and Montana during the late 19th century.

15. Brinkley states that the conditions of mine life in the boom period attracted outlaws and bad men, operating as individuals or gangs.  When their activities became intolerable, how did the local populaces often take action?

16. Discuss working conditions in the corporate mines which took over after boom periods.

17. What industry gave birth to the cattle industry?

18. Discuss the importance of Sedalia, Missouri, Abilene, Kansas and the Chisholm Trail to the cattle kingdom.

19. Discuss the process of a long cattle drive.

20. Discuss two primary reasons that led to a re-shaping of the cattle industry in the late 1880s.

21. Why did women win suffrage in many western territories and states before the rest of the nation?

22. Discuss the Rocky Mountain School of Art.

23. What was the “Myth of the Cowboy” and how did Owen Wister contribute to it?

24. Who was Frederic Remington and what contributions did he make to American art?

25. What linkage does Theodore Roosevelt have to the American West?

26. From “Patterns of Popular Culture,” discuss Wild Bill Cody’s Wild West Show—what it entailed, who were some of the key stars, and contributions Native Americans made to it.

27. Discuss the work of Frederick Jackson Turner.

Chapter 16, Section 2 (452-461)

1. What was the traditional policy of the federal government with regard to Native American tribes?  To what sorts of actions did that policy lead?  How does Brinkley summarize the history of relations between the U. S. Government and Native Americans?

2. What was a “concentration?”  What were some of the problems with that concept?

3. Discuss the track record of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

4. Discuss how Caucasian Americans conducted “economic warfare” against the Native Americans on the prairie.  What were the long-term results?

5. Discuss the Indian Wars.  Specifically, discuss the Sand Creek Massacre, conflicts centered on the Bozeman Trail, Indian hunting in California, and the Black Hills War with its epic battle, the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 

6. Why were the consolidated tribes that formed the army that defeated Custer unable to maintain their united force?

7. Discuss the situation of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce tribe.

8. Discuss the Apache wars, the key players, and tremendous violence associated with it.

9. Discuss the events leading up to and the events surrounding the incident at Wounded Knee, South Dakota on December 29, 1890.

10. Discuss the policy of assimilation and the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887.
11. Discuss the contributions of railroads to the settlement of the American West.

12. What crucial contribution did Joseph H. Glidden and I. L. Ellwood make to the settlement of the West?

13. Discuss the problems farmers encountered with regard to water during the period studied.

14. What were the positive and negative aspects of commercial farming?

15. What were the main grievances of farmers during the late 19th century? 


