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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. What key factors contributed to the growth of American industry?

2. What was “perhaps the most important technological development” during the period studied?
3. Discuss the contributions to the American steel industry of Henry Bessemer, William Kelly, and Abram C. Hewitt.

4. What regions of the United States became major contributors to the steel industry and why?

5. Discuss the early evolution of the oil industry in the United States.

6. Discuss other crucial inventions that emerged during the 1890s.

7. What was “Taylorism” and what contributions did that concept make to American industry?

8. According to Brinkley, what was the most important change in production technology in the industrial era?  In your response discuss how that change affected the Model T Ford.
9. Why does Brinkley assert that the expansion of railroads was the “principal agent of industrial development in the late nineteenth century?”
10. Discuss why the railroads created the system of time zones.

11. What was the primary cause of the emergence of the modern corporation as a major force in the United States?

12. Why was the concept of the corporation so appealing to investors?

13. Discuss Andrew Carnegie and how he cornered the steel industry.

14. What was the “new approach” to management developed by many corporate organizations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries?

15. Discuss the techniques of horizontal integration and vertical integration.

16. What was the most celebrated corporate empire of the late 19th century and who was its leader?  How did that corporation rise to the top?

17. What were pool arrangements and were they successful?

18. Discuss the concept of the “trust.”

19. Who were some of the “self-made men” of the era we are studying?  What techniques did they often use to acquire more economic power?

20. Discuss the “average industrialist” of the late 19th century.

21. How did Social Darwinism apply to American industrialization of the late 19th century?

22. What contributions did Carnegie’s The Gospel of Wealth and the works of Horatio Alger have on American attitudes during the period we are studying?

23. Discuss how Lester Frank Ward, Daniel De Leon, Henry George and Edward Bellamy offered alternative philosophies to those of Carnegie and Alger.  (Note: the 2003 National APUSH test included a question regarding the work of Henry George.)

24. What problems with monopolies does Brinkley discuss?

Chapter 17, Section 2 (477-486)

1. What were the two sorts of migration into industrial cities that Brinkley mentions?

2. Compare and contrast immigration to the eastern cities of the United States in the 1870s and 1880s on the one hand and toward the end of the 19th century on the other hand.

3. Discuss the major sources of immigration in the American West during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

4. How were European immigrants enticed, or recruited, to come to the U.S.?

5. In what ways did the arrival of immigrants lead to social conflict?

6. Discuss the wages and working conditions experienced by factory laborers during the late 19th and early 20th century.

7. What was the most disturbing aspect of factory labor for many workers?  Why was it so disturbing?  How did the corporate desire for a more efficient workplace exacerbate that situation from the standpoint of those workers?

8. Discuss wages and working conditions experienced by women working in American industry during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Be sure to include in your discussion the reasons why women took those sorts of jobs as well as their general demographic background.

9. About how many children under sixteen years of age were employed in factories and fields in 1900?  How did that number compare to earlier times?  In your response, discuss what percentage of girls and boys that figure represented?

10. Discuss work hours and conditions experienced by working children.

11. Discuss the American accident rate in the industrial workplace during the period studied.

12. Discuss the early labor union movement within the United States.

13. Who were the Molly Maguires?

14. Discuss the Great Railroad Strike of 1877.

15. Discuss the Noble Order of the Knights of Labor and, specifically, the contributions of Uriah S. Stephens, Leonora Barry, and Terence V. Powderly.  

16. From what organizations did the American Federation of Labor emerge in 1886?

17. Who was Samuel Gompers and what contributions did he make to the cause of American labor?

18. Discuss the Haymarket Square bombing.

19. What were the Pinkertons?  Why did many American workers hate them?

20. Discuss what happened during the Homestead Strike and what the results were.

21. Discuss the causes of the Pullman Strike of 1894, what happened during the strike and the ultimate results.

22.  Discuss the various victories and setbacks for organized labor during the last decades of the 19th century.

23. What were the primary reasons leading to the failure of organized labor to make greater gains during the late 19th century?

