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Chapter 18, Section 1 (488-501)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. Brinkley asserts: “Cities grew so rapidly that their facilities and institutions could not keep pace.”  What facts does he list to support that assertion?

2. What major change in America did the 1920 census reveal?  How were New York City and Chicago reflective of that change?

3. What were some of the reasons that natural increase accounted for only a small part of urban growth?

4. What were some of the key factors that attracted people to cities from rural environs?

5. Discuss the changes in population increase reflected by the chart on p. 627//p. 501.  In your discussion, note how immigration affected population increase in the early part of the 20th century.  Why do you think that the proportion of immigrants declined substantially between 1916 and 1920?  How about the slight dip between 1896 and 1900?

6. Why did many young rural women, in particular, move to cities?

7. Discuss the reasons why Southern African Americans began to move to cities.  Did their general situation improve by their move to cities?  Why or why not?

8. Discuss the primary differences between the European immigrants of the “early stages” of the immigration boom and the period of the 1890s and the first decade of the 20th century.  

9. Discuss the key aspects of what Brinkley calls “The Ethnic City.”

10. What types of factors influenced how well immigrants fared in the United States during the period we are presently studying?

11. We previously discussed assimilation when we studied Native Americans.  Compare and contrast the Native American experience with assimilation with the general experience of European immigrants.  

12. Define the term xenophobia.

13. Discuss the negative ways that some native-born people reacted to immigrants.

14. Discuss the “most important innovations of the mid-nineteenth century” that Brinkley discusses under the heading “the Creation of Public Space.”  In your discussion, be sure to include the contributions of Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux.

15. Discuss the general living conditions in cities for the poor—most urban residents.

16. What was a tenement?  What law did New York pass in 1870 regarding tenements and how did the tenement developers respond to that law?

17. Who was Jacob Riis and what contributions did he make to urban dwelling?

18. Discuss innovations in urban transportation made between 1870 and the end of the 19th century.

19. What key innovations led to the emergence of the “skyscraper?”

20. Discuss the contributions of Louis Sullivan.

Chapter 18, Section 2 (501-513)

21. Brinkley discusses three “great fires”—two in 1871 and one in 1906.  Where were those fires and how did they lead to improvements of cities?

22. Discuss the leading causes of disease in cities during the period studied.  What steps did cities take to correct the causes of disease?

23. In the cities, what sorts of relief agencies or societies existed to help poor people?  Why were these public or private agencies generally unsuccessful?

24. Discuss the murder rate in America between 1880 and 1900.  According to Brinkley, what did that rate reflect?

25. Discuss new innovations in law enforcement brought on by crime and violence between 1880 and 1900.

26. Discuss the general background of the urban political machine.

27. Discuss the role and significance of the political boss.

28. Briefly discuss Tammany Hall and its boss, William Marcy Tweed.

29. According to Brinkley, what factors made boss rule possible?

30. What general factors led to the expansion of American markets?

31. Discuss changes in incomes during the period studied.

32. Discuss the development of affordable products through mass markets and mass production during the period studied.

33. Discuss the emergence of the chain store, the department store, and mail-order houses.  In your discussion please include specific American companies that emerged during this period.

34. What general slogan characterized the emerging redefinition of leisure during the late nineteenth century?

35. Discuss the theories and works of Simon Patten.  In his opinion, what should ultimately be the goal of a pleasure economy?

36. What specific examples does Brinkley use to describe the “intensely public character” of urban leisure in the late 19th century?

37. Which specific sports does Brinkley refer to when he discusses the rise of organized spectator sports?  Briefly discuss some of the important people and events for each of those sports.

38. Discuss the key people involved in as well as the forms of music and theater around the turn of the 20th century.

39. Prior to the invention of radio and television, what was the most important form of mass entertainment in the United States?  Discuss the types of as well as the key people involved in and events surrounding that form of entertainment.

40. In what sorts of leisure, in general, did working-class people partake?

41. Why was the Fourth of July such a significant holiday during the late 19th and early 20th centuries?

42. Discuss changes in journalism and the newspaper business during the period studied.

Chapter 18, Section 3 (513-518)

1. Discuss the most significant literary works, as well as their authors, during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

2. Briefly discuss some of the more important American artists during the period studied.

3. What was the single most profound intellectual development of the late nineteenth century?  How did that development come about?  What unseen dangers and changes did that development ultimately lead to?

4. Discuss changes in education during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

