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Chapter 19, Section 1 (520-527)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. How does Brinkley justify his assertion: “American government during much of (the late nineteenth century) was ill equipped to deal with the new challenges confronting it?”

2. Why does Brinkley say that “. . .the American political system in the late nineteenth century appears in many ways paradoxical?”

3. How did political loyalties fluctuate during the late nineteenth century?

4. How many states were usually in doubt with regard to national elections during that period?

5. What party tended to “control” national politics during the late nineteenth century?  Was that party truly dominant, however?  Why or why not?

6. Discuss voter turnout in presidential elections during the late nineteenth century.  

7. Discuss the importance of party politics in the American culture during the late nineteenth century.  

8. Discuss the key factors that led to party loyalty during this period.

9. What factors caused the two major political parties at the time to avoid substantive issues during election campaigns?

10. Discuss the post-Civil War pension system.

11. How does Brinkley justify his assertion: “. . . the United States in the late nineteenth century was a society without a modern, national state?”

12. In what ways did party bosses have a significant effect on the power of the presidency?

13. Discuss the Stalwarts and the Half-Breeds and their leaders, Roscoe Conkling and James G. Blaine.

14. Why does Brinkley characterize the presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes as “unhappy?”

15. Discuss the Republican national convention of 1880.  How did James A. Garfield come to be nominated for the presidency?  What were the results of the 1880 election?

16. Discuss the assassination of James A. Garfield?

17. How did President Chester A. Arthur dismay the party bosses and what key law was enacted during his presidency?

18. Discuss the Election of 1884.  In your discussion, include the mugwumps and how they influenced the election.  

19. How would you rate the first presidency of Grover Cleveland and why?

20. What was the key issue surrounding the presidential election of 1888 and how did the election turn out?

21. How would you characterize the presidency of Benjamin Harrison and why?

22. Discuss key legislation and other government action taken to curb the power of the trusts.  In general, were those laws and actions successful?  Why or why not?

23. Discuss the issue of the tariff.  How did that issue have an effect on the election of 1892?  

24. Discuss the second administration of President Grover Cleveland and the Wilson-Gorman Tariff.

25. Discuss the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887.  

26. By the end of the nineteenth century, to what extent did the federal government have a role in American economic life?

Chapter 19, Section 2 (527-533)

1. How does Brinkley justify his assertion that “No group watched the performance of the federal government in the 1880s with more dismay than American farmers?”

2. Discuss Oliver H. Kelley and the origins of the Grange.  Why did the Grange come about?

3. Why did the Grange at first resemble urban fraternal organizations?

4. What economic event in the United States spurred growth of the Grange in the 1870s?  In what regions was the Grange strongest?

5. Discuss “The Farmers Declaration of Independence.”

6. What sorts of organizations or activities did Grangers establish?  What corporation emerged specifically to meet the needs of Grangers?

7. Discuss Granger laws—what they were, what their purpose was and how they were applied in both the short run and the long term.

8. Discuss the Farmers’ Alliances.

9. Who was Mary E. Lease and what were her contributions to the Agrarian Movement?

10. Discuss the Ocala Demands—what led to them, what they were, and what they resulted in.

11. Discuss the key people and events leading up to the creation of the People’s Party, or Populists.  How did they factor, if at all, in the presidential election of 1892?

12.  Discuss the types of people who tended to become Populists.  What general overall function did Populism provide those people?

13. From the Patterns of Popular Culture, discuss the Chautauquas—who they were and what they did.

14. According to Brinkley, why did Populism never attract significant labor support?  What was one exception to the aforementioned “rule” posed by Brinkley?

15. What was “free silver?”

16. With what important question did Populists in the South struggle?  Ultimately, how was that question resolved?

17. Discuss southern Populist leaders in general and some of the key people involved in the leadership of southern Populism.

18. Discuss the reforms demanded by Populists in the Ocala Demands and in the Omaha platform of 1882. 

19. What groups did many Populists scorn and why did they scorn them?

20. Discuss the overall economic philosophy of Populism—what Populists advocated in the broad picture.

Chapter 19, Section 3 (533-540)

1. What key events and circumstances led to the Panic of 1893?

2. What very important aspect of the American economy did the depression brought about by the Panic of 1893 reflect?

3. What were the major effects of the depression brought on by the Panic of 1893?

4. Briefly discuss Coxey’s Army.

5. What question was at the heart of the currency issue?

6. What was bimetallism?

7. What was the Crime of ’73?’  What were its causes?  What groups tried to undo the Crime of ’73 and how did they each go about pursuing their goals?

8. Discuss the Sherman Silver Purchase Act of 1890.

9. Who was the Republican presidential candidate in 1896 and what were the key elements of the Republican platform?

10. Discuss the Democratic National Convention of 1896 and the emergence of William Jennings Bryan.  In your response be sure to factor in Bryan’s famous “Cross of Gold” speech.  

11. Briefly discuss William Jennings Bryan.

12. How did the choice of Bryan as the Democratic presidential candidate in 1896 affect the People’s Party?

13. Discuss the presidential campaign of 1896 and its results.  In your discussion, please factor in innovations to campaigning initiated by Bryan.

14. Discuss the significant domestic policies of the McKinley Administration.

15. What important question for the American economy had the free-silver movement raised?

