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Chapter 21, Section 1 (564-572)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. Discuss the various reform impulses that swept the United States around the turn of the 20th century.

2. Who were the muckrakers?  How did they acquire that particular name?

3. Who were Lincoln Steffens and Ida Tarbell and what contributions did they make to progressivism.

4. When did the muckrakers reach the peak of their influence?  What sorts of organizations did they investigate?

5. From the 2003 CAT 6 test and the 2003 national APUSH test: What was “the Social Gospel?”  What organization does Brinkley forward as an example of the fusion of religion with reform?  Did the Social Gospel ever become the dominant element in the movement for urban reform?

6. Discuss the work of Walter Rauschenbusch.

7. What was the Settlement House Movement?  In your discussion please include Jane Addams and Hull House and what efforts were central to the settlement houses.

8. Discuss the evolution of the profession of social work.

9. Discuss the important changes in the concept of the professions at the turn of the 20th century.  Which profession took the lead in making important reforms?  Discuss some of those reforms

10. What does Brinkley mean when he says: “Among the purposes of the new professionalism was guarding entry into the professions?

11. Discuss women in the professions.

Chapter 21, Section 2 (572-581)

1. What was the general belief regarding women of the American culture at the turn of the 20th century?

2. Discuss women who lived outside traditional families altogether in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Please include specific people in your discussion.

3. In what ways were women defining their lives in the late nineteen th and early twentieth centuries.

4. What was the “club movement” and what sorts of things did it provide for women?  What political impact did the clubs have?

5. Discuss the work of Elizabeth Cady Stanton within the women’s suffrage movement.

6. What were the primary arguments of the anti-suffrage movement?  

7. Discuss the pro-suffrage arguments of people such as Jane Addams and others.

8. Discuss the principal triumphs of the women’s suffrage movement.

9. How did the secret ballot (also known as the Australian ballot) help chip away at the power of the parties over the voters?

10. How did muckrakers and other progressives try to lessen the impact of party rule in the cities?  Who comprised the “formidable array of opponents” to their crusade?

11. What major reforms in city government were initiated in Galveston, Texas and Des Moines, Iowa?

12. Discuss the city manager plan for governing cities.

13. Discuss less absolute types of reform within city governments

14. Who was Tom Johnson and what impact did he have on the cause of reforming city government?

15. Discuss methods reformers implemented to circumvent state legislatures, thereby increasing the power of the electorate.

16. Discuss the efforts (and states) made by Governors Charles Evans Hughes, Hiram Johnson and Woodrow Wilson.

17. Discuss the work of Robert M. La Follette.

18. What evidence does Brinkley provide to support his statement that reformers “did contribute to a decline in party influence?”

Chapter 21, Section 3 (581-589)

1. Discuss labor reform during the early years of the 20th century.

2. What contributions did Charles Francis Murphy initiate with regard to machine politics?

3. What reforms evolved as a result of a 1911 fire in New York’s Triangle Shirtwaist Company?

4. According to Brinkley, why were political parties in most of the West relatively weak?  What positive result occurred because of that factor?

5. What was the basic message of Booker T. Washington and why did many African Americans embrace that message?

6. How did the philosophy of W. E. B. Du Bois, regarding social change for African Americans, differ from those of Washington?  

7. What was the Niagara Movement and what important organization ultimately formed as a result of that movement?

8. Discuss the significance to social change for African Americans of the Supreme Court’s decisions in the cases of Guinn v. United States (1915) and Buchanan v. Worley (1917).

9. What was the primary aim of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)?

10. What groups tended to align themselves against the use of alcohol and why?

11. Discuss the significance of Frances Willard.

12. What groups steadfastly opposed the prohibition of alcoholic beverages?  By 1916, how many states had passed prohibition laws?  Given that fact, why did temperance advocates begin to advocate a national prohibition law?

13. What groups banded together to assure the passage of the 18th Amendment?  What states did not ratify that amendment?

14. What was eugenics?  Discuss the eugenics movement and, in particular, what the eugenicists advocated.  

15. What famous Americans tended to support limiting immigration as a way to solve urban problems? What group opposed such limitations and why?  

16. Discuss socialism and the Socialist Party of America during the progressive era.  In your analysis, please include mention of some of the key Socialist players and their contributions to the movement.

