Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U. S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 23, Section 1 (612-623)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. In what ways, according to Brinkley, was America’s experience in World War I different from the experiences of European nations?

2. In what ways was America’s experience in World War I a painful, even traumatic experience for the American people?

3. To review the general situation and events in Europe leading up to World War I and the war prior to American involvement, go to http://psimonciniohs.net, click on the AP US history page, and review the PowerPoint regarding World War I prior to U. S. entry.

4. Discuss the attitudes of most Americans with regard to President Woodrow Wilson’s call to remain “impartial in thought as well as deed.”

5. Eventually, what sorts of events or activities strengthened the hostility of many Americans toward Germany?

6. Discuss how “economic realities also made it impossible for the United States to deal with the belligerents on equal terms.”  Be sure to discuss what happened as a result of those economic realities.

7. Discuss the new and “barbaric” tactic employed by Germany on the high seas.  In your discussion please include specific events.

8. Discuss the first major issue debated by pacifists, on one hand, and interventionists, on the other, and the overall effect it had on the election of 1916.

9. What crucial events in the winter of 1917 ultimately led the United States to declare war on Germany, Austria-Hungary and its allies?  Discuss those crucial events in detail.

10.  In what aspect of the war did American intervention have its most immediate effect?  How?

11.  What technique did Wilson and Secretary of War, Newton D. Baker decide was the only way to supply the military with the manpower necessary to wage war in Europe?  What law did Congress pass in mid-May 1917 to enforce that belief?  What famous American had volunteered to recruit and lead a volunteer regiment to fight in Europe?

12. To review the military experience of the United States in Europe, go to http://psimonciniohs.net, click on the AP US history page, and review the PowerPoint regarding U. S. involvement in World War I.

13. In what ways did the United States government raise money to support the American war effort?

14. Why did the Council of National Defense prove completely unworkable?

15. Discuss the War Industries Board (WIB) and its leader, Bernard Baruch.  Was the WIB successful in creating an efficient approach to organizing the U. S. economy for war? 

16. What accomplishments did the effort to organize the American economy for war achieve?

17.  Discuss the activities of the National War Labor Board.  In what ways was it successful?

18.  In what ways did the U. S. economy grow during World War I?

19. What was the Great Migration, what caused it to occur, and what were the overall results with regard to American society?

Chapter 23, Section 2 (623-628)

1. What constituencies comprised the American peace movement during World War I?  From which constituency did the most active and widespread peace activism come from?  Discuss some specifics about the latter question.

2. Provide some examples of fervent patriotism that spread across the United States.

3. Discuss George Creel and the Committee on Public Information (CPI).

4. Discuss the Sabotage Act of 1918 and the Sedition Act of 1918.  

5. What sorts of citizens’ groups emerged to “mobilize ‘respectable’ members of their communities to root out disloyalty?”  What groups became targets or victims of such activities?

6. What sorts of activities occurred to “purge society of all things German?”  Evaluate the fairness of those activities.  Based on your study of recent U. S. history, have Americans learned from the past with regard to such activities?

7. From “Patterns of Popular Culture,” discuss Billy Sunday and the effects he had on American society.

Chapter 23, Section 3 (628-639)

1. Discuss President Wilson’s Fourteen Points.

2. What were some serious flaws in the Fourteen Points?

3. Why were America’s European allies opposed to the Fourteen Points?

4. What American opposition was there to the Fourteen Points?  How did Wilson exacerbate that situation?

5. Who were the leaders of France, Great Britain and Italy who joined Wilson in comprising the Big Four?

6. How did Wilson get the United States involved in Russian internal affairs?

7. Discuss how Wilson’s ideas, as outlined in the Fourteen Points, fared during the Paris talks.  What were his key victories?

8. How did Wilson react to harsh objections to the Paris treaty voiced by some legislators during Wilson’s brief return to the U.S. in February 1919?

9. Discuss Henry Cabot Lodge and objections he and others had to the Treaty of Versailles.  

10.  What did Wilson do when he realized that the U. S. Senate would not budge from its position on the Treaty of Versailles?  What were the results of this response?

11. What was the Senate’s final disposition of the Treaty of Versailles?

12.  Discuss the immediate post-war American economy.  

13.  How did the post-war economy affect labor?  Discuss some of the highlights of the post-war labor situation.

14. Discuss the post-war racial climate in the United States.

15. Who was Marcus Garvey, what did he advocate and what were the short-term and long-term results of his actions?

16. What was the Red Scare?  What events “crystallized what was already a growing determination among many middle-class Americans to fight back against radicalism?”

17. Discuss the Palmer Raids.  In your discussion be sure to note the contributions of J. Edgar Hoover.

18. Discuss the Sacco and Vanzetti case.

19.  What was the general theme of the Republican presidential platform during the 1920 election?  How did that platform compare to the Democratic platform?  Who were the respective presidential and vice-presidential candidates from the Republican and Democratic Parties in 1920?  Which side did the American people side with in the election?

