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Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.

1. Discuss the elements of American economic growth following the recession of 1921-1922.  In your discussion, please note the causes of the growth.

2. What examples does Brinkley provide regarding the sectors of American business that were accelerating their drive toward consolidation and national organization?

3. In 1929, two-thirds of the American people lived at what economic level?

4. What labor innovations did Henry Ford and U. S. Steel initiate?

5. What was welfare capitalism?  Was it widespread and effective?

6. Discuss the general wage and work situations for American labor during the 1920s.

7. What was significant about A. Philip Randolph and the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters?

8. Discuss minorities as part of the Western and Southwestern American work force.

9. Discuss the American Plan.  In your discussion, note the success or failure of the plan and what results that success or failure led to.

10. Discuss “the plight of the farmer” in the 1920s.

11. Discuss some of the new appliances, luxuries and other habits brought about by the consumerism of the 1920s.

12. What new mass-circulation magazines emerged in the 1920s?

13. What was the most important communications vehicle of the 1920s?  Discuss some aspects of that mode of communication.

14. Discuss the teachings of the Theological modernists.

15. Despite the emergence of more professional women in the 1920s, were there significant professional opportunities for women within the American work force?  Explain your answer.

16. What were behaviorists and what did they challenge about the concept of motherhood?

17. What was the concept of the companionate marriage?

18.  What was the flapper lifestyle and what basic assumptions lay behind it?  To what extent did the flapper image liberate women?

19. Discuss the politics of women’s rights.  By the end of the 1920s, had women voters substantially changed the outcome of elections?  What was the result of that situation?

20. Discuss changes in education during the 1920s.

21. How did American education in the 1920s change the lives of teenagers in the United States?
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22. Discuss the Lost Generation and some of the important people involved in it.

23. What was the Harlem Renaissance and who were some of the more significant artists and intellectuals involved in it?

24. Discuss “the Fugitives” and the movement they initiated.

25. What factors contributed to the failure of Prohibition?

26. What major group continued to defend Prohibition?  Why?

27. Discuss anti-immigration legislation passed by Congress in the early-to-mid-1920s.

28. What concerns led to the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s? Discuss the basic philosophy behind the resurgent Klan.

29. What factors helped maintain cohesion among Klan members?

30. Contrast the basic beliefs of religious modernists and fundamentalists.

31.  What educational and social innovations did fundamentalists find particularly offensive?  

32.  Discuss the background leading up to the Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925.  What were the significant results of the trial, particularly with regard to religious fundamentalism?

33.  How and why did the Democratic Party suffer during the 1920s?

34.  Was Warren G. Harding an effective president?  Why or why not?

35. Discuss the Teapot Dome Scandal.  How did it affect President Harding?

36.  Discuss Calvin Coolidge’s preparation for the presidency.

37.  Discuss Coolidge’s tenure as president.

38.  Discuss the service of Andrew Mellon and Herbert Hoover as cabinet members during the Harding and Coolidge administrations.

39.  Discuss the most significant decisions of the Taft Supreme Court

40.  Who were the respective Republican and Democratic candidates for president in 1928?  Who was the victor?

