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Chapter 25, Section 1 (666-678)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Discuss the New York Stock Exchange’s activity between February 1928 and September 1929.

2. With regard to the stock market, what occurred in the autumn of 1929?

3. List and discuss the four major factors that led to the Great Depression, as outlined by Brinkley.

4. What happened to the American banking system following the stock market crash?

5. What happened to the U.S. gross national product between 1929 and 1932?

6. Discuss rates of unemployment during the early years of the Great Depression in some of the industrial cities of the Northeast and Midwest.

7. What psychological effects did the unemployment aspect of the Great Depression have on people, particularly males?

8. Why did state governments not do much to provide public relief during the early years of the Great Depression?

9. Discuss the results of a lack of government assistance in both the cities and rural areas.

10. What natural phenomenon exacerbated the economic effects of the Great Depression in the Great Plains of the South and West?  Discuss the specific aspects of that disaster.

11.  From the American Environment insert section, discuss what happened in a May 1934 “single famous storm.”  How did that event, and others like it, affect California?  How many years did the natural phenomenon discussed in question 10 last?

12. What sorts of problems grew “at an alarming rate” throughout the nation during this period?  What occurred on the outskirts of cities?

13. Who were Atlanta’s Black Shirts and how did they represent problems encountered by African Americans during the Great Depression?

14. Discuss the Scottsboro case and eventually how it was resolved.

15. Discuss Mexican Americans in Depression America.

16. Discuss Asian Americans in Depression America.

17. What changes occurred in the professions of teaching and social work during the Great Depression?

18. According to Brinkley, what was the experience of American feminists during the Depression years?

Chapter 25, Section 2 (678-685)

1. According to Brinkley, what happened to American social values during the Great Depression?  Why?

2. Discuss some of the more influential novels and their authors during the Great Depression.

3. Discuss American radio during the Great Depression.  In your discussion, please weave in key radio personalities, popular shows, and the overall importance of radio to the United States.

4. What memorable radio event did Orson Welles stage on Halloween 1938?  Discuss.

5. What happened to the popularity of movies as a form of entertainment during the Great Depression?

6. What was the studio system?  Discuss some of the key movie moguls.

7. From “Patterns of Popular Culture,” who was Frank Capra and what contributions did he make to the American culture?

8. Who emerged in the 1930s as “the champion of animation and children’s entertainment?”  Discuss some of his work.

9. What magazine emerged in 1936 and quickly became “the most successful magazine in American history?”  For what type of journalism or types of articles was it best known?

10.  Discuss the Popular Front.

Chapter 25, Section 3 (685-689)

1. What was Herbert Hoover’s first response to the Depression?  What specifically did he do and how did many businessmen react to his actions?

2. Discuss Hoover’s proposals regarding federal government spending.  Why were those proposals ultimately not successful?

3. How did Hoover’s attitude about government spending change when economic conditions worsened?

4. How did Hoover try to aid the American farmers?  What were the long-term results of those actions?

5. What was a Hooverville?

6. What events transpired that caused “the American economy (to) rapidly decline to new lows?”

7. What was the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC)?  Was it successful?  Why or why not?

8. Discuss the plight of the Bonus Army.  How did that event ultimately affect the political life of Herbert Hoover?

9. Discuss presidential candidate Franklin Delano Roosevelt—his background and his campaign for president in 1932.

10. What was the Brains Trust?

