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Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U. S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 26, Section 1 (692-699)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. To what does Brinkley attribute much of Franklin Roosevelt’s success?  What facts does he present to justify his claim?

2. What important fact about FDR was much of the American public unaware of during his presidency?

3. What apparently radical action did FDR take just two days after taking office?  What were the long-term results of that action?

4. What was the Economy Act and what was FDR’s rationale in proposing it?

5. What divisive issue stemming from the 1920s did FDR move to change during his first days in office?

6. Discuss the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933.  In your discussion, be sure to include mention of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration and significant actions it took.  Also be sure to note what ultimately happened to the Agricultural Adjustment Act.

7. What were the Resettlement Administration and the Rural Electrification Administration?

8. Discuss the National Industrial Recovery Act and the federal agency it spawned, the National Recovery Administration (NRA).

9. What situations and events led to the undoing of the NRA?

10. What fundamental beliefs of New Dealers did the AAA and the NRA reflect?  

11. The establishment of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) reflected a reform viewpoint based on what general opinion?

12. What were the major aims of the TVA?  Discuss some of the more significant political disagreements surrounding the creation of the TVA.

13. Soon after becoming president, what did FDR recognize as being a major obstacle to the restoration of adequate prices?  What did FDR do about that situation?

14. Discuss the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933.

15. Discuss the Truth in Securities act of 1933 and a follow-up act of June 1934.

16. What was the FERA and who was its leader?

17.  What was the Civil Works Administration?  What was Harry Hopkins’ central argument in support of work relief?

18. Discuss “pump priming.”

19. What do economists now agree would have been the most effective way to end the Depression?  Why did that type of action not actually occur?

20. Discuss FDR’s favorite relief project.

21. What laws did the Roosevelt Administration oversee the passage of to provide Americans with mortgage relief?

Chapter 26, Section 2 (699-707)

1. By 1934, what were the major anti-New Deal arguments posed by conservatives?

2. What was the American Liberty League?  By 1936, what was the “real impact of the Liberty League and other conservative attacks” on FDR?

3. Discuss the activities of the Communist Party, the Socialist Party and other radical and semi-radical organizations during the New Deal period. 

4. Discuss the dissent to FDR’s administration posed by:

a. Dr. Francis E. Townsend

b. Father Charles E. Coughlin

c. Senator Huey p. Long

5. What was the Second New Deal and what was its most conspicuous change?

6. How did income taxes change under the Second New Deal?  Ultimately, what affect did those changes have on the American economy?

7. Discuss the background behind and the specifics surrounding the Wagner Act of 1935.

8. Discuss the ‘labor schism” that Brinkley refers to in his section heading.  In your discussion, please make sure that you incorporate William Green, John L. Lewis and the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO).

9. Which of the auto unions emerged as preeminent in the mid-1930s and what technique did they employ to challenge the various car manufacturers?  What specific event occurred in February 1937 and how was it resolved?

10. Discuss the battle for unionization, during the 1930s, in the steel industry.

11. Who was Frances Perkins?

12. Discuss the background behind and the specific provisions (and their rationale) of the Social Security Act of 1935.

13. What was the Works Progress Administration (WPA), who was its director, and what were its most remarkable achievements?

14. What was the Federal Writers Project?

15. According to Brinkley, what did the hiring practices of the WPA, the NYA and other work-relief programs reveal about the New Deal welfare system?

16. Discuss the candidates, the issues and the results of the 1936 presidential election.

Chapter 26, Section 3 (707-715)
1. Discuss and analyze the background behind, rationale behind and results of FDR’s Court-packing plan.

2. What criticism did conservatives level against FDR’s plan to reorganize the executive branch of government in 1937?  What were the results of that plan?  

3. What other setback did Roosevelt endure in 1938?

4. What significant economic decision did FDR make in the summer of 1937?  What were the background reasons for the decision and what were the results?  

5. What situation led to the Temporary National Economic Committee?

6. Discuss the Fair Labor Standards Act.

7. With regard to the concept of the broker state, what does Brinkley note was one “of the enduring legacies of the New Deal?”

8. Who was Mary McLeod Bethune?  What informal network was she a part of?

9. Who was Marian Anderson and what was the relationship between she and Eleanor Roosevelt?

10. Discuss African-Americans and the New Deal.  Why did Blacks ultimately support FDR?  What was the primary political reason why FDR would not support legislation to make lynching a federal crime or ban poll taxes?

