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Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U. S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 29 (766-786)
Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. According to Brinkley, there was a fundamental American animosity toward communism.  But, he goes on to say that there were more specific reasons for American hostility toward the Soviet Union following World War II.  Discuss those reasons.

2. Why did the Soviets harbor hostility against the United States after World War II?

3. What was the vision embraced by many Americans that had first been openly outlined in the Atlantic charter and then popularized in Wendell Willkie’s 1943 book, One World?

4. What were the fundamental agreements made between Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt at the Teheran Conference in 1943?

5. Discuss the background leading up to and the agreements made at the Yalta Conference in February 1945.

6. Discuss the general concept of the United Nations.  What countries were to be the five permanent members of the Security Council and what special power did they have?

7. Brinkley writes, “The Yalta accords . . . were less a settlement of postwar issues than a set of loose principles that sidestepped the most divisive issues.”  What facts does he state to justify his assertion?

8. Discuss the “failure of Potsdam.”

9. Discuss the situation in China during the last months of World War II.  How did U. S. policy toward China change as a result of that situation?

10. Discuss the background situation that led to President Truman enunciating his doctrine of containment.

11. Discuss the Truman Doctrine—its aims, its successes, and its philosophies.

12. What argument did Secretary of State Dean Acheson put forward regarding what would occur should one nation fall to communism?

13. Discuss the philosophical background and the specific elements of the Marshall Plan.  In your opinion, was it successful?  Why or why not?

14. Why was the National Security Act of 1947 such a major piece of legislation?

15. Why did President Truman decide, along with the British and the French, to unite the three western zones of occupation into the new West German Republic?

16. What significant event occurred in Yugoslavia?

17. Discuss the background behind and the results of the Berlin blockade of 1948.  With regard to Western nations, what was the long-term result of that crisis?

18. What events in 1949 eroded the confidence of the American people and launched the Cold war in new directions?  What policies did the Truman administration adopt in response to those events?

19. Why was there no general economic collapse in 1946?

20. What was the Fair Deal and why did Congress ultimately reject it?

21. Discuss the Labor-Management Relations Act of 1947, (the Taft-Hartley Act.)

22.  Discuss the key personalities, the major issues, and the results of the presidential election of 1948.

23. On what domestic issues did President Truman achieve success in his second administration and on what issues did he not achieve success?  Why did Truman’s major civil rights initiatives fail in the Senate?

24. What did Truman do on his own to battle several forms of racial discrimination?

25. Discuss President Truman’s initial responses to North Korea’s invasion of South Korea in June 1950.

26. Why was the United States able to push a United Nations agreement to provide military and economic assistance to South Korea through the UN Security Council, given that the Soviets had veto power?

27. Please review the PowerPoint presentation entitled “The Cold War” on Mr. Simoncini’s website for an in-depth review of the military aspects of the Korean War.

28. According to Brinkley, what events led to Truman’s relieving General of the Armies Douglas MacArthur in April 1951?

29. What actions did President Truman take to offset the railroad workers strike of 1951 and the nationwide steel workers strike of 1952?  What were the results of those incidents?

30. According to Brinkley, what was the root cause of the post-World War II anticommunist furor in the United States?

31. Discuss the activities of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) and, in particular, its actions regarding the Hollywood Ten.

32. Discuss the incident regarding Alger Hiss.  In your discussion, please note the contribution of Richard M. Nixon to that investigation.

33. Discuss the background behind and the results of the legal case against Ethel and Julius Rosenberg.

34. Discuss McCarthyism and the Senate investigation led by Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin.

35. Who were the candidates and what were the results of the 1952 presidential election?

36. What was the Checkers speech?”

