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Chapter 3, Section 1 (65-77)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Looking at the early colonists as an integrated whole, how would you characterize them in socioeconomic terms?

2. Discuss indentured servants and the headright system.  What were indentured servants and what was their significance to the early colonies?  What prominent characteristic of the colonial population did indentured servitude lead to?  What colonies were most and least popular with the indentured servants?

3. After 1650, what was the most important source of population growth in New England? 

4. Compare and contrast life and, in particular, life spans, in the northern (New England) colonies, on the one hand, and in the southern (Chesapeake) colonies on the other.

5. In what ways was medical knowledge and practice in the colonies primitive?

6. What was humoralism and how did it affect the principal medical techniques of the 17th century?  What were some of those techniques?

7. Discuss the general condition of women in the Chesapeake region and compare/ contrast their lives with those of women, in general, in New England.

8. Discuss how African slavery evolved in England’s North American colonies.  Why did African slaves eventually become more desirable to plantation owners than indentured servants?  What were some of the results of that desirability?

9. Discuss the changes in European immigration to England’s North American colonies by the early Eighteenth century.

Chapter 3, Section 2 (78-89)

1. Discuss the key crops of the early economy of the southern colonies.  Based on your general knowledge of U. S. history, what would be the long-term economic results for the South from this economic situation?

2. How did the economy of the northern colonies differ from those of the South?

3. Why was metals industrialization (manufacturing) slow to emerge in the northern colonies?  How did the people in the northern colonies compensate for that situation as well as for other economic shortcomings (e.g. limited agricultural land)?

4. Discuss the key elements of early colonial trade.  What does Brinkley have to say about the historical concept known as the “triangular trade?”

5. Discuss the merchant, or entrepreneurial, class that emerged in the early 18th century in the colonies.  Would you classify those people as being aggressive in their economic activities?

6. In what ways did the increasing division of American societies by class spur the growth of consumerism?

7. How would you characterize plantations in the early 18th century?  Do you believe that Hollywood and/or literature have misrepresented the truth about the average plantation over time?  Why or why not?

8. What were the positive and negative aspects of being the wife of a large plantation owner during the period we are currently studying?

9. Brinkley notes that “Southern society was highly stratified.”  What examples does he provide to support that statement?

10. Discuss some of the cultural aspects of the lives of Blacks on southern plantations.  

11. Discuss the Stono rebellion.  What additional sorts of things did some slaves do to resist their servitude?

12. Discuss the Puritan concept of community.  How were towns created and maintained over time?

13. What is primogeniture?  To what extent did New Englanders follow that practice?

14. How did the Puritan concept of community eventually lead to conflict within the communities?

15. According to Brinkley, what was the root cause of the Salem witchcraft crisis?  Across New England, what sorts of women did people generally accuse of witchcraft?  Do you see any common threads with those witchcraft accusations and accusations against certain types of people in America today?

16. According to Brinkley, what was the importance of cities to the colonies at that time?

Chapter 3, Section 3 (90-97)

1. Compare and contrast the traditional outlook of the 16th and 17th centuries and the Enlightenment of the 18th century.

2. What established religions were distinctive in the various colonies or regions of England’s North American colonies?  You may want to establish a chart indicating each colony and the predominant religion(s) in each.

3. What characterized the “decline of piety” that Brinkley discusses?

4. What was the Great Awakening?  What were the principal reasons that it began?  What did it entail?  What was the significance of George Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards to the spread of the Great Awakening?

5. What sorts of things did the Enlightenment encourage in the colonies?

6. Briefly discuss education in the colonies, particularly in the north.  Compare and contrast education for males and females in those early years.  

7. For purposes of trivia, based on your knowledge of higher education in America today, have the first six colleges begun in England’s North American colonies endured?

8. What were some of the advanced scientific theories of Europe taught at the aforementioned colleges?  Who was considered the most celebrated amateur scientist in America?

9. Discuss the “most daring and controversial scientific experiment of the eighteenth century.”

10. Why were punishments for crimes different in America than they were in England?

11. How did the trial of John Peter Zenger in 1734 seem to foreshadow that Americans might one day rebel against certain English legal institutions?

12. Discuss the important emerging differences between the American and British political systems that Brinkley articulates.

