Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement United States History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 31 

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
Read Chapter 31 in Brinkley.  Additionally, go to www.psimonciniohs.net and to the AP US history page and read through the PowerPoint presentations concerning John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, The Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam War.  Then respond to the following questions.

1. In a few bullets, describe why historians refer to the administration of John F. Kennedy as Camelot.  

2. What was the New Frontier?  What were its main components?  Why did it fail?  After studying the PowerPoint and reading about Lyndon B. Johnson, do you believe that Johnson did all he could, as vice-president, to help Kennedy’s New Frontier proposals in Congress?

3. Outline the Great Society and The War on Poverty. Outline the various programs within these umbrella programs, particularly Medicare, Medicaid, the Immigration Reform Act of 1965 and Project Head Start.  Why was Johnson so successful in getting these programs through Congress when Kennedy was not?  Based on your analysis of the readings and PowerPoints, would you characterize these programs as having been successful or unsuccessful?

4. What was SNCC?  Why was it started?  What did it do?

5. In one or two bullets each, briefly describe the significance of each of the following

a. James Meredith and the University of Mississippi

b. Dr. King’s nonviolent demonstrations in Birmingham, AL

c. George Wallace’s actions at the University of Alabama in 1963

a. President Kennedy’s reactions

b. The assassination of Medgar Evers

d. The March on Washington D.D. in August 1963

e. Freedom Riders

f. The Civil Rights Act of 1964

g. The Civil Rights Act of 1965 (The Voting Rights Act)

6. Why was Lyndon Johnson successful in getting civil rights legislation passed when other presidents were not?

7. Briefly describe the key people and organizations in the Black Power Movement.

8. Briefly describe the foreign policy of Flexible Response.  How did it differ from Eisenhower’s policy of massive retaliation?

9.  What was the Bay of Pigs Invasion, whom did it involve, and why was it unsuccessful?  Why would what happened at the Bay of Pigs cause long-term Cuban-American distaste for the Kennedy Administration and the Democratic Party?

10.  Using bullets, describe the key people, causes, and events of the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Why is the Cuban Missile Crisis considered a major event in the Cold War?  How did it end and why did it end that way?  With regard to the Soviet Union, what was the long-term significance of how it ended?

11. Carefully read over Brinkley’s description of the Vietnam War and the PowerPoint presentation of same.  Using bullets, describe the following:

a. Domino Theory

b. The background of how Vietnam became divided into two countries.

c. Who was Ho Chi Minh and what was the significance of his rule?

d. Who was Ngo Din Diem?  Why did the U.S. initially back him? What were some of the main causes of his demise?  Why did the Kennedy Administration have the CIA orchestrate a revolt against the Diem regime?

e. What were the Gulf of Tonkin Incident and the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution?  Why is the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution significant?

f. What was Operation Rolling Thunder?

g. Did the United States underestimate the Vietcong and North Vietnamese?

h. Why did the American people begin to turn against the war?

i. Describe what happened during the Tet Offensive.  Why did the American military victory turn into a political defeat?

j. Why did Johnson choose not to run for re-election in 1968?  Did Arkansas Senator J. W. Fulbright have an affect on Johnson’s decision?

k. What effect did the M. L. King and R. F. Kennedy assassinations have on the U.S.?

l. What happened at the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago?  Why?

12.  Assess Lyndon B. Johnson as President of the United States.  Do you consider him to have been a successful or unsuccessful president?  Using bullets, justify your response, but be sure to look at both sides of the issue.

