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Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U.S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 32-33 Reading Guide

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
Chapter 32, Section 1 (850-863)
1. Why was Richard Nixon an attractive candidate to many people in what he called “the silent majority” in 1968?

2. What was the New Left, where did it draw its members, and what were the key issues involved in the movement?

a. List 2-3 key points about the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

b. List 2-3 key points about the Free Speech Movement

c. What were some of the anti-Vietnam-War activities that members of the New Left engaged in?

d. Based on what you read, was President Jimmy Carter justified in granting amnesty to draft resisters who fled to Canada, Sweden, and other countries, and in granting partial amnesty to military deserters?

3. What were the key elements of the Counterculture?

a. What was the theme of Roszak’s The Making of a Counter Culture (1969)?

b. What was the theme of Reich’s The Greening of America (1970)?

4. What was AIM, what were its goals, what were some of the activities it engaged in, and of those activities, which had the direst consequences?  

5. What were the three primary areas or regions from where the majority of Hispanics came to the United States during the 1950s and 1960s?  

6. Where did most Hispanics settle (urban or rural areas) and, in general, in what sort of conditions did they live?

7. Who was Cesar Chavez, what did he stand for, what were his primary methods of protest, and what were the results of his activities?

8. Do you think that Chavez was justified in his protest and were his methods worthwhile in achieving his goals?  Why or why not?

9. Discuss the challenges to the “Melting Pot” ideal and the concept of cultural pluralism

10. Discuss the “Stonewall Riot” and the ultimate impact of the Gay Liberation Movement.

Chapter 32, Section 2 (863-874)
1. Who was Betty Friedan, what was the thesis of her book, The Feminine Mystique, and what was the significance of that book?

2. What is the National Organization For Women (NOW), how did it start and what were the primary issues with which it was concerned?

3. What was the new feminism, what were some of its key pieces of literature, and what was its primary focus?  

4. List and briefly discuss some of the professional achievements of various women during the 1970s.

5. What was the Equal Rights Amendment and why do you think that it failed to be ratified by ¾ of the states?

6. Discuss the significance of the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade (1973).

7. Discuss the significance of the book Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson.  How did that work serve as a manifestation for the “new science of ecology?”
8. Discuss the significance of the first “Earth Day.”

9. What is the EPA and what piece of legislation led to its establishment?

10. Why do you think that Dr. Henry A. Kissinger emerged as President Nixon’s primary advisor on international issues, particularly the Vietnam War?

11. What were President Nixon’s short-term and long-term policies regarding military enlistments?  Do you believe that the system, begun by Nixon in 1973 and still in effect today, is the best and most fair system for populating the military?

12. What was Vietnamization?

13. What were the results of the U. S. invasion of Cambodia in 1970, both in Southeast Asia and within the United States?

a. What happened on May 4, 1970 at Kent State University in Ohio and on May 14, 1970 at Jackson State University in Mississippi?  What were the results of those actions?

b. What were the Pentagon Papers, what important issues did they reveal, and what results did their revelation have on the American people?

14. With regard to the Paris Peace Talks, what were the results of Nixon’s insistence on Peace With Honor?  What were the primary concerns of President Thieu of South Vietnam and, in the end, were those concerns met?

15. What significant actions did President Nixon take with regard to U.S. relations with China and the Soviet Union?  In your opinion, were those positive or negative actions?

16. Do you believe that the Nixon Doctrine was a fair and appropriate foreign policy?  Why or why not?

17. What important result emerged from the pro-Israel U.S. intervention in the 1973 Yom Kippur War?  Using hindsight, do you think that Nixon did the right thing by intervening on Israel’s behalf at that time?

Chapter 32, Section 3 (874-882)
1. Do you agree with President Nixon’s beliefs about forced busing of school children?  Why or why not?

2. Understand the significance of the following key decisions of the Warren Court:

a. Engel v. Vitale (1962)

b. Roth v. the United States (1957)

c. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

d. Escobedo v. Illinois (1964)

e. Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

f. Baker v. Carr (1962)

3. Understand the significance of the following key decisions of the Burger Court:

a. Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971)

b. Furman v. Georgia (1972)

c. Bakke v. Board of Regents of California (1978)

4. What was the significance, with regard to the long-term decision-making of the Supreme Court of President Nixon’s appointments to the Supreme Court and the reaction of the Congress to the Haynsworth and Carswell nominations?

5. Why was the candidacy of Democrat George McGovern effectively doomed from the start in the 1972 presidential election?

6. What was “stagflation” and what were its primary causes?  What was Nixon’s primary response to “stagflation” and what were the results of that policy?

7. Understand the background of the Watergate break-in of June 17, 1972.

8. What were the two different sets of scandals that emerged from the Watergate investigation?

9. Understand the significance of John Dean, H. R. Halderman, John C. Ehrlichman, John Mitchell, Sam Ervin and Howard Baker to the Watergate scandal.

10. Over what issue did Nixon invoke “executive privilege?”  What roles did Archibald Cox and Leon Jaworski have in that matter?  What was the “Saturday Night Massacre?”

11. Why was the resignation of Vice President Spiro T. Agnew and subsequent appointment of Gerald Ford as vice president important to the eventual congressional decision to bring articles of impeachment against President Nixon?

Chapter 33, Section 1 (884-907)
1. Do you believe that President Ford was justified in granting Richard Nixon “a full, free, and absolute pardon” for any crimes he may have committed during his presidency?  Why or why not?

2. What were the major reasons that led to the election of Democrat Jimmy Carter in 1976?

3. What was Carter’s “malaise” speech and what were its results?

4. Consider Jimmy Carter’s foreign policy record: focus on human rights, giving up the Panama Canal, The Camp David Accords, the taking of the US embassy in Tehran, Iran, and his response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979.  Using hindsight, do you believe that Carter’s foreign policy has been effective over the long-run?  Why or why not?

5. What is the Sunbelt and what is the significance of its political leanings beginning in the 1970s?

6. What were the manifestations of the major religious revival of the 1970s (which Brinkley calls “perhaps the most powerful since the Second Great Awakening”)?  

a. What was the Moral Majority and who was its leader?

b. What was the Christian Coalition and who was its leader?

c. What affects did these religious organizations have on American politics in the 1970s/1980s?

7. What key issue did Republican conservatives finally find that they could use to stop, and even reverse, the growth of the federal government?

8. What were the primary reasons that Ronald Reagan swept to a massive victory over the incumbent President Jimmy Carter in 1980?

9. What was the Reagan Coalition, what was its general concern, and what policies did it advocate?

10. What personal characteristics did President Reagan use to make himself a very popular president?

11. Describe supply-side economics (or Reaganomics).

12. What were some of the primary reasons that Reagan’s economic policies successfully made their way through Congress?

13. In the long-run, were Reagan’s economic policies successful?  Why or why not?

14. What was the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)?

15. Describe the Reagan Doctrine with regard to Third World countries.

16. What was the significance of the Democratic ticket in the 1984 presidential election?  Based on what you know about current events, do you foresee either of our two major political parties running a female for president or vice president within the next ten years?  If your answer is yes, be prepared to discuss specific women (or male minorities) who could be candidates from one of the major parties within the next 6 years.

