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Oakdale High School

Advanced Placement U. S. History

Mr. Simoncini

Chapter 6, Section 1 (158-168)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Even though the Articles of Confederation provided for a weak government, why did that government still satisfy probably a majority of the people?

2. Discuss the economic problems caused by the Articles of Confederation.

3. What tension did a fear of disorder and violence on the part of some people represent?

4. How does Brinkley characterize Alexander Hamilton and what role did Hamilton play in the mid-1780s?

5. What was the significance of the Annapolis meeting in 1786?

6. Hamilton, James Madison and other people who favored meeting to change the United States government believed that a convention would only occur with the support of whom?

7. Briefly discuss some of the key players at the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention.

8. Briefly discuss some of the procedural rules the Constitutional Convention’s delegates created to govern their meetings.

9. Briefly outline the Virginia Plan.

10. What was the New Jersey Plan and who was its primary sponsor?

11. What was one of the first concessions made by supporters of the Virginia Plan?

12. What was one of the key issues regarding slavery?

13. Discuss the Great Compromise.

14. What compromise did the convention agree to with regard to slavery?

15. Who does Brinkley state was the most creative political thinker of his generation?  What facts does he present to justify that assertion?

16. How did Madison and his colleagues decide the question of co-sovereignty—how the national government and the states could simultaneously share sovereignty?  What parameters of power between the national government and the states did they establish?

17. How did the Founders resolve the great concern of possible tyranny emanating from concentrated authority?

18. Discuss the concept of checks and balances as established in the Constitution.

19. What did the new Constitution specify regarding ratification procedures?

20. Discuss the primary differences between Federalists and Antifederalists, including the primary beliefs and concerns of each group

21. What were the Federalist Papers?  Who were the authors?  What was their central purpose?

22. Brinkley notes: “At its heart, then, the debate between the Federalists and the Antifederalists was a battle between two fears.”  Discuss those fears.

23. Discuss the key personalities and legislative actions of the first United States government under the United States Constitution.

Chapter 6 Reading Guide (168-178)

1. What facts does Brinkley use to support his assertion that, “for the first twelve years under the Constitution, American politics was characterized by a level of acrimony seldom matched in any period since?”
2. What was the fundamental disagreement during the first several years of the Republic and what key people emerged as the leaders of those groups?

3. With regard to the fundamental disagreement noted in Question 2 above, where did George Washington fall philosophically?  What was Washington’s vision regarding political controversies?

4. What were the key elements of Hamilton’s Economic Plan?

5. According to Brinkley, Hamilton’s economic plan indicated the Federalist vision of how to stabilize the new government.  What did that vision entail?

6. What compromise did Hamilton make with Jefferson to win Virginia’s support for his plan that the federal government assume the states’ debts?

7. What groups tended to support Hamilton’s Economic Plan and what groups tended to oppose it?

8. What was George Washington’s opinion about political parties?

9. What issues about the Federalists led Madison, Jefferson and others to form the Democratic-Republican, or Republican, Party?

10. What sort of republic did Jefferson envision?  How did that vision affect his ideas on commercial activity and society in general?

11. Discuss the differences of opinion between the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans regarding the French Revolution.

12. In what regions were the Federalists strongest?  What about the Democratic-republicans?

13. What was the Whiskey Rebellion?  How did the government’s response to it differ from the government’s response to Shays’ Rebellion?

14. What major issue regarding relations between whites and Native Americans did the Constitution not address?

15. Discuss the Jay Treaty—what events led to it, what were the primary aspects of the treaty, what were some of its results?
16. Discuss the Pinckney Treaty—what did the U.S. get from the treaty?

17. What were the results of the election of 1796?  Why did the Federalists choose Adams as their candidate for president rather than Hamilton?  

18. According to Brinkley, what were the major drawbacks of President John Adams?

19. What was the XYZ Affair—its causes and its results?

20. Discuss the Alien and Sedition Acts—what events and issues led up to them, which party championed them and why, and how did the states of Virginia and Kentucky react to them?

21. Discuss the election of 1800.  How did each party portray the candidate for the opposing party?  What were the results of the election and how were those results rectified?

