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Chapter 9, Section 1 (232-242)

Note: All page references are based on the 12th edition of the Brinkley text.
1. Brinkley begins the chapter by discussing the visit of French aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville to the United States in 1831 and his subsequent book, Democracy in America.  Briefly discuss what Brinkley notes were de Tocqueville’s primary observations and concerns following his trip to America.

2. According to Brinkley, what did the Jacksonians, who took control of the federal government in 1829, say was the greatest danger facing the nation at that time? How could society correct that situation?

3. According to Brinkley, were Jackson and his followers egalitarians? (Define that $10.00 word.)  Explain your response.

4. Jackson presided over what he called the “democratization” of government, accompanied by a lofty rhetoric of equality.  According to Brinkley was this rhetoric genuine or did it hide Jackson’s true agenda as president?

5. To what was Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story referring when he used the phrase, “the reign of King Mob?”

6. Discuss to the extent that Jackson’s policies as president advanced the cause of economic equality in America.

7. Discuss the various state and national initiatives regarding voting during the period between 1820 and 1840.  What were the long-term results with regard to the percentage of adult white males who voted in the elections of 1824, 1828 and 1840?

8. According to Brinkley, what was one of the most striking political trends of the early nineteenth century and how did that change become manifest in voting turnout?
9. Discuss how the higher level of voter participation was also linked to a growing in politics and a strengthening of party organization and party loyalty.

10. What was the principal goal of party leadership?  

11. For a party to survive, what must it have, according to Brinkley?  Why does he assert that position?

12. Eventually, what did the people who opposed Jackson call themselves?  What did Jackson’s followers call themselves?

13. Discuss the early ideological position of the Democratic Party.

14. According to Brinkley, what was Jackson’s “simple theory of democracy?

15. What was the “spoils system” and how did it evolve?  What established feature of the present American political system did Jackson and his administration help make a right of elected officials?

16. How did Jackson’s supporters change the process by which presidential candidates won their party’s nominations?

17. In a box, Brinkley notes: “Limited Nature of Democratic Reform.”  What does he mean by using that phrase?

18. Briefly discuss the background of John C. Calhoun as discussed by Brinkley.

19. Calhoun responded to the Tariff of Abominations of 1828 as the consummate politician.  Do you agree or disagree with the previous statement?  Please cite specific examples to justify your position.

20. In response to the Tariff of 1828, Calhoun supported the nullification theory.  Please discuss that theory and how Calhoun justified it.

21. Briefly discuss how Martin Van Buren’s “influence with the president was unmatched.”

22. What was the Eaton affair and how did it enhance the position of Van Buren?

23. How did Jackson react to the South Carolina nullification?  Ultimately, how was the South Carolina nullification crisis resolved?  What was the final, long-term resolution of that matter?
Chapter 9, Section 2 (242-248)

1. According to Brinkley, Jackson’s views about Native Americans differed very little from those of most other white Americans.  What were those views?

2. What were the fundamental beliefs of white westerners to justify “Indian removal?”  How did the Native Americans react to the Indian Removal?

3. Briefly discuss the causes and short and long term effects of the Black Hawk War.

4. What were the five civilized tribes?  What was significant about them?

5. What was the Indian Removal Act of 1830?

6. According to Brinkley, “In Georgia, the Cherokees tried to stop the white encroachments by appealing to the Supreme Court.”  How did the Supreme Court respond and how, in turn, did Jackson respond to the Supreme Court’s decisions?

7. Discuss the Trail of Tears.  What American general was in charge of that action?
8. What was the Indian Intercourse Act of 1834?

9. Discuss the actions of the Seminole Nation during the 1830s.

10. In the end, what was the overall meaning of the Indian removal?

11. Discuss, in general, the Bank of the United States in the 1830s.

12. Briefly distinguish between soft money and hard money.  Which type of money did President Jackson prefer?

13. Who was Nicholas Biddle?  Discuss things he did to try to keep the Bank of the United States alive.

14. What happened with regard to the Bank of the United States in 1832?

15. Discuss the important candidates and results of the presidential election of 1832.

16. Discuss what Brinkley means with the heading, “The ‘Monster’ Destroyed.’”

17. How did the decision of the Taney Supreme Court in Charles River Bridge v. Warren Bridge (1837) reflect the Jackson ideal?

Chapter 9, Section 3 (249-256)

1. Create a chart (for turn-in) that indicates the key differences between Democrats and Whigs.

2. According to Brinkley, what was perhaps more important to both parties than maintaining philosophical purity?  What example of that situation does Brinkley cite?

3. How did the parties divide along religious lines?

4. What was the primary success of the Whig Party?  According to Brinkley, what tended to be a weakness of the party?

5. Who comprised the “Great Triumvirate” of the Whig Party?  Briefly discuss each.  

6. Discuss the causes of the Panic of 1837.  

7. Discuss what happened during the Panic of 1837 and what were the short and long term results of that panic, particularly with regard to the steps that the Van Buren Administration took to try to overcome the panic and its effect on the nation’s economy

8. What was the Log Cabin Campaign of 1840?  

9. What was the Penny Press and how did it influence the outcome of the election of 1840.

10. What were the final results of the Log Cabin campaign?

11. After Harrison died, how did Tyler govern as president?

12. Discuss the Caroline Affair and the Aroostook War.

13. What were the principal aspects of the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842?
14. What was the treaty of Wang Hya (1844)?
