[image: image1.wmf]










[image: image2.wmf]
1. Welcome to Mr. Simoncini’s social psychology class.  The objectives of this elective class are to familiarize students with the basic concepts and principles of psychology and sociology, and to help students better confront the challenges of society in the early 21st century.  This class will primarily consist of PowerPoint lectures, experiments, and discussions.  Student evaluations will generally be based on tests, short papers and experiments.  I ask that students and parents/guardians carefully review the objectives and contract items that follow.  Should anyone have concerns, we should discuss and resolve them during the first week of school.

2. To meet the objectives of this course, Mr. Simoncini has established the following supporting goals.

a. Through their words and actions, students will display the attributes of good citizens.

b. Students will show respect for all people regardless of culture, economic status, occupation, primary language, religion, orientation, or physical/mental abilities.

c. Students will work to improve their oral and written communication skills.

d. Students will display an appreciation of the subject being taught, and will achieve in accordance with educational standards set forth in the textbook (there are presently no California Standards for social psychology) and personal abilities.

e. Students will regularly display self-discipline, responsibility, unselfishness, respect for public institutions and the laws and rules of their school, city, state and nation.

f. Students will display a commitment to bettering themselves, their school and their community

3. To achieve those goals, Mr. Simoncini offers this contract between himself and the students plus their parents or guardians.  

a. For his part, Mr. Simoncini agrees to:

i. Be in class on time, prepared to deliver instruction and assist students.

ii. Be professional and competent in performing his duty as a teacher.

iii. Do everything in his power to motivate students to want to learn the material he presents.

iv. Be respectful and appreciative of the cultural differences, differences in learning style, unique talents and special qualities of his students.

v. Grade work fairly and honestly and provide students with timely feedback on their progress and performance.

vi. Maintain open lines of communication with students plus parents/guardians.

vii. Provide appropriate learning resources to students.

viii. Work with students and parents/guardians of students who are experiencing challenges in meeting class standards, to correct problem areas, and get those students back on the right track toward achieving success.

b. For their part, students, supported by parents/guardians, agree to:

i. Abide by all Oakdale High School rules and Mr. Simoncini’s classroom rules as posted on the front wall of the classroom.
ii. Keep the classroom and their immediate areas clean including removing or placing in the classroom wastebasket any trash that they may accumulate during a class period.

iii. Be in class, seated, and prepared for work (to include having all necessary materials ready) on time.

iv. Maintain high levels of mutual respect for the rights, ideas, creative expressions, and individual differences of all other members of their class.

v. Properly care for all textbooks and classroom furniture and equipment, including not writing on any desk or other piece of furniture.

vi. Actively participate in all class activities scheduled by the teacher.

vii. Not wear headgear of any sort or display or use any electronic devices (CD players, radios, cell phones, pagers, games, etc.) inside the classroom.

viii. Remain seated, be attentive, and not talk to their neighbors unless otherwise told to do so by the teacher.

ix. Abide by “The Green Mile Rule” by not discussing, outside of the social psychology classroom, personal vignettes or observations made by the teacher or other students during presentations or class discussion periods.

c. Consequences for violations of the above rules will generally adhere to the following guidelines (unless otherwise specified by the OHS Discipline Plan):

i. First offense: verbal warning.

ii. Second offense: one-on-one discussion with the teacher, and possible communication with parent/guardian.

iii. Third offense: an additional homework assignment that provides the student with additional training in the rule that has been violated, communication with parent/guardian, possible lowering of the student’s citizenship mark and grade under the heading of “subjective evaluation.”

iv. Subsequent offenses: communication with parent/guardian, lowering of student’s citizenship mark, and probable detention or referral.

        A second sheet, outlining grading procedures and criteria, will be provided with this document.  Students, plus their parents/guardians, should carefully review the material on both documents.  After reading the information provided, a parent or guardian should sign, along with the student, in the space provided at the bottom of this page.  Students should bring these signed documents to class and submit them as homework assignments not later than the first Friday following their receipt of the documents.  Parents/guardians who have further questions should contact Mr. Simoncini at 847-3007, extension 221, or via e-mail at psimoncini@oakdale.k12.ca.us.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read the information on this sheet and agree to abide by all of the rules indicated.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have read the information on this sheet and have the concerns listed below or on the back.

Print Student’s name here:          __________________________________________________

_______________________________
     
_________________________________

Student’s signature/date




Parent/Guardian’s signature/date
